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PT EN CH

(Vatican Radio) Pope Francis celebrated 
Mass for the Solemnity of Saints Peter 
and Paul on Sunday, in the Basilica of 
Saint Peter. During the Mass, he confer-
red the pallium on Archbishops from 
around the world who had been appoin-
ted within the past year.

Among those present for the celebra-
tion was an Ecumenical Delegation from 
the Patriarchate of Constantinople.

Pope Francis’ homily focused on the 
importance for pastors of placing their 
entire confidence in the Lord.

Here is the complete text of Pope 
Francis’ homily for the Solemnity of 
Saints Peter and Paul.

On this Solemnity of Saints Peter and 
Paul, the principal patrons of Rome, we 
welcome with joy and gratitude the Dele-
gation sent by the Ecumenical Patriarch, 
our venerable and beloved brother Bar-
tholomaios, and led by Metropolitan Io-
annis.  Let us ask the Lord that this visit 
too may strengthen our fraternal bonds 
as we journey toward that full commu-
nion between the two sister Churches 
which we so greatly desire.

“Now I am sure that the Lord has sent 

ON THE SOLEMNITY OF STS PETER AND PAUL

“Where do we find 
our security?”

The pallium is a woolen vestment conferred 
by the pope on an archbishop, consisting of 
a narrow, circular band placed around the 
shoulders with short strips hanging from 
front and back. The pallium is used only by 
the Pope and by archbishops. For the Pope, it 
signifies the fullness of the pontifical office, 
and for the archbishops, who may use it 
only in their respective dioceses, it means a 
sharing in the powers of the Pope. 

his angel and rescued me from the hand 
of Herod” (Acts 12:11).  When Peter be-
gan his ministry to the Christian commu-
nity of Jerusalem, great fear was still in 
the air because of Herod’s persecution 
of members of the Church.  There had 
been the killing of James, and then the 
imprisonment of Peter himself, in order 
to placate the people.   While Peter was 
imprisoned and in chains, he heard the 
voice of the angel telling him, “Get up 
quickly… dress yourself and put on your 

sandals… Put on your mantle and follow 
me!” (Acts 12:7-8).  The chains fell from 
him and the door of the prison opened 
before him.  Peter realized that the Lord 
had “rescued him from the hand of He-
rod”; he realized that the Lord had freed 
him from fear and from chains.  

Yes, the Lord liberates us from every 
fear and from all that enslaves us, so that 
we can be truly free.   Today’s liturgical 
celebration expresses this truth well in 
the refrain of the Responsorial Psalm: 

“The Lord has freed me from all my fe-
ars.”

The problem for us, then, is fear and 
looking for refuge in our pastoral res-
ponsibilities.

I wonder, dear brother bishops, are 
we afraid?  What are we afraid of?  And 
if we are afraid, what forms of refuge do 
we seek, in our pastoral life, to find secu-
rity?  Do we look for support from those 
who wield worldly power?  Or do we let 
ourselves be deceived by the pride whi-
ch seeks gratification and recognition, 
thinking that these will offer us security?  
Dear brother Bishops, where do we find 
our security?

The witness of the Apostle Peter re-
minds us that our true refuge is trust 
in God.   Trust in God banishes all fear 
and sets us free from every form of sla-
very and all worldly temptation.   Today 
the Bishop of Rome and other bishops, 
particularly the metropolitans who have 
received the pallium, feel challenged by 
the example of Saint Peter to assess to 

 SEE Page 5
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CHINA

wilhelm k. müller, svd

Devotion to the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus a fact of life (II)

Every Chinese family has 
the typical image of the 
Sacred Heart, even after 
the social and political 
upheavals and the atheistic 
propaganda of the regime. 
The first church dedicated 
to the Sacred Heart dates 
back to 1863: destroyed 
in the cultural revolution, 
it was rebuilt in 1999. 
Devotion and consecration 
to the Sacred Heart has 
sustained the lives of 
missionaries and their 
evangelization: among 
these, Arnold Janssen, 
Josef Freinademetz, and 
Daniele Comboni.

(Asia News) - Among the Catholic 
communities in China, devotio-
nal practices to the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus are widespread. Where 
the pace of life allows it - more 
commonly in the countryside 
than in the cities - the faithful live 
an almost communitary spiritual 
life, which initially was a reflec-
tion of the monastic or seminary 
life. Early in the morning, called 
to prayer by the sound of bells, 
they gather, where possible, in 
the church or village chapel to 
recite morning prayer together. 
It is a long prayer, abundant, 
generous, with many intentions 
and invocations. At least in June, 
dedicated to the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, it contains the Litany of 
the Sacred Heart, followed by se-
veral pages of prayers addressed 
to the Sacred Heart. After these 
prayers, which occupy more or 
less an hour, if there is a priest, 
Holy Mass is celebrated. The 
faithful often continue with the 
meditation of the Via Crucis. In 

the past, Sunday was entirely de-
dicated to common prayer and 
the faithful spent more time in 
church than at home. The eve-
ning prayer, again prayed toge-
ther, took up again the theme of 
the Sacred Heart and again the 
faithful recited the invocations 
and litanies.

The texts of the prayers, in-
troduced by the missionaries of 
the past, recited in chant, use a 
somewhat archaic form of Chi-
nese, not easily comprehensi-
ble to young people or the less 
educated. Several dioceses have 
books containing all the texts. 
But what strikes us as Europe-
ans is the fact that all the prayers 
are recited from memory. In 
the past, since they were chil-
dren, all the prayers used to be 
memorized. I would like to see 
who among us could recite by 
heart, and for over an hour, a 
barely comprehensible prayer!

The lack of literal com-
prehension of the texts does 
not diminish the faithful’s faith 

and fervour: the phenomenon 
is comparable to the “praying 
in tongues” of the Catholic cha-
rismatic renewal, fervent prayer 
and song from the abundan-
ce of the heart, without being 
constrained by linguistic forms.

The Sacred Heart 
and the martyrs

The iconography of the He-
art of Jesus according to the 
description of St. Margaret Mary 
Alacoque - the heart chained by 
the Crown of thorns, surroun-
ded by flames of love, sprinkled 
with the blood drops, the cross 
implanted in the center - is also 
a constant for decor in Catholic 
churches and homes in China. 
In this aspect the Church in 
China has not been innovative. 
The icon has been accepted as 
is, though the Chinese sensitivity 
formed by virtue of “filial piety” 
could oppose such a representa-
tion: the ideal of filial piety requi-
res that after death the body of 

a man be returned intact to the 
parents; the dismemberment of 
a dead body was considered the 
supreme horror.

From this point of view, in 
China the Western interest in 
creating relics from the bodies 
of saints is not easily understood. 
The Divine Word missionaries in 
China protested strongly when, 
after the unexpected death of 
their first bishop, Giovanni Bat-
tista von Anzer, in Rome, his su-
periors wanted to send his heart 
to China as a relic. In Europe this 
was seen as an expression of his 
faithful love for the Church in 
China, but for Chinese Christians 
the gesture was unacceptable due 
to their filial feelings. So, the he-
art of the Bishop remained in the 
society’s seminary in Vienna and 
gave missionary inspiration to us 
young seminarians.

In all likelihood, in Chinese 
art there is no representation of 
the physical heart, though the 
concept of “heart” occupies a 
central place in Chinese thought 

and sentiment. The heart is the 
center and source of all mental, 
cognitive, and spiritual activities. 
In the characters of Chinese wri-
ting all these operations or men-
tal states have as their root or ma-
trix the symbol of the “heart”. In 
dictionaries one finds hundreds 
of these pictograms and myriad 
expressions or proverbs that use 
the symbol of the “heart” as a key 
to enter into their meaning.

By speaking of the “Heart of 
Jesus”, one speaks of the deepest, 
most intimate, most real place 
in God, the source, the vital en-
vironment, the purpose of exis-
tence. Perhaps artistic expression 
with its painting of a physical he-
art does not evoke what the devo-
tion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
would intend. What would help 
more would be the use of Chine-
se calligraphy, which is much ap-
preciated by all.

On the occasion of the cano-
nization of 120 Chinese martyrs 
in the year 2000, the Holy Father 
was presented with an impres-
sive work of calligraphy: since 
in China you could not men-
tion, and much less represent 
the martyred saints who were 
canonized (an event odious to 
the Communists), the Chinese 
made a calligraphic work of the 
character of “love” formed out 
of 120 symbols, each slightly 
different, and in the center, an 
ideogram of “love” the size of 
four symbols. The pictogram 
“love” has as its root or key the 
“heart” symbol. The 120 sym-
bols each stand for a martyr, 
the great symbol in the center 
stands for Jesus: thus, 120 sym-
bols of a cordial love for a heart 
all inflamed with love. One can 
easily infuse such a calligraphic 
work with all the richness of the 
devotion to the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, a memorial of all the 
elements of the faith, encoura-
ging all to a joyful collaboration 
in the salvific project of Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. 
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Pope Francis Backs Neocatechumenal Way Liturgy

Reaffirms Validity 
of Statutes Approved in 2008
(Zenit) – The Vatican Secretariat of State 
sent a letter on April 3rd from the Holy 
Father to Kiko Argüello, initiator of the 
Neocatechumenal Way, along with Car-
men Hernandez, confirming the liturgi-
cal praxis of the Way with regards to the 
Eucharist and the Paschal Vigil.

In the letter, the Holy Father confirms 
that “as far as it pertains to the celebra-
tions of the Paschal Vigil and the Sunday 
Eucharist, […] articles 12 and 13 [of the 
Statutes], read in their entirety, consti-
tute therefore the regulatory charter of 
reference.”

This message was in response to a let-
ter sent previously by Kiko Argüello in 
which he told the Pope of his concern 
about several negative interpretations of 
the words of the Holy Father addressed 
to a group of some 12,000 neocatechu-
mens on February 1st, 2014.

In his response, Pope Francis not only 
confirmed the full validity of the Statute 
of the Neocatechumenal Way, but ack-
nowledged “the evangelizing dynamism 
of the Neocatechumenal Way, the expe-
rience of authentic conversion of life of 
so very many faithful, and the fruits of 
good generated thanks to the presence 
of the communities all over the world.”

The Pope confirms his “paternal clo-
seness” and sent “loving encouragement 
to [Argüello] and to all adherents to the 
Way.” The letter concludes assuring the 
initiator of the Way of the “closeness” 
and “memory in the Lord” of Pope Fran-
cis, while sending “from His heart to you, 
to the International Team and to all the 
adherents to the Neocatechumenal Way, 
His Apostolic Blessing.”

ZENIT spoke with Argüello to explain 
the significance of this letter.

* * *

ZENIT: What motivated you to write 
to the Holy Father?

Argüello: During the course of the au-
dience that the Pope had on February 
1st, Francis sent 450 families in mission 
in China, Vietnam, India and Mongolia, 
as well as in many other cities in Europe 
and in the world.

In the indications given to the families, 
full of joy in seeing so many children, he 
said that at times, to find communion 
with the dioceses where the families are 
sent, that they could renounce “some 
details” to foster the ecclesial commu-
nion with the diocese. We agree that 
ecclesial communion is very important, 
but these words were read out of context 

and interpreted negatively by some who 
are not favorable towards the Way: im-
mediately they took away the Eucharist 
celebrated in community on Saturday 
night at the Sunday vigil, and eliminated 
the Paschal Vigil of the community, and 
this was a terrible harm.

This development prompted me to wri-
te a letter to the Pope expressing my con-
cerns. Because the problem is: who deci-
des which details can be removed? Maybe 
it meant that the statutes approved by the 
Holy See were no longer valid?

Because of these interpretations, some 
pastors and bishops have begun to chan-
ge the liturgical praxis of the Neocatechu-
menal Way that was approved in 2008 by 
five Congregations of the Holy See, after 
a process that lasted several years.

ZENIT: What does the response of 
the Holy Father mean in this regard?

Argüello: The Holy Father, in this 
letter sent by Archbishop [Angelo] Bec-
ciu, confirms that what he has said in 
the indications to the families does not 
touch at all the Statutes of the Neoca-
techumenal Way and, citing article 12, 
which speaks on the Paschal Vigil, and 
article 13, which speaks of the Eucha-
rist of the Way, he confirms that “as far 
as it pertains to the celebrations of the 
Paschal Vigil and the Sunday Eucharist” 

those articles are “the regulatory char-
ter of reference” for the Way.

So, thanks to God, the Pope has saved 
us, because the details of one song or of 
a particular thing can be changed, we 
agree, but we had these interpretations 
that seemed to nullify the statutes.

We are very happy that the Pope loves 
us and defends us.

ZENIT: Why are these two articles so 
important?

Argüello: Article 13 is very important 
because it says that the Neocatechume-
nal Way celebrates the Eucharist after 
the first vespers of Sunday in small com-
munities, and that these celebrations are 
part of the liturgical ministry of the pa-
rish and are open to everybody.

This is something wonderful because 
the communities are full of young peo-
ple and we were able to ensure that the 
youth, instead of going to nightclubs 
on Saturday night, come to the Sunday 
Eucharist. The Holy See, understan-
ding this pastoral reason, allowed some 
concessions to help the participation 
of so many young people. For us this is 
fundamental, because in the end, there 
is one point: why do we have so many 
children? It is as if some wished to pu-
nish us for this.

The fact of having obeyed Humanae 

Vitae has made it so that we are full of 
youth and these youth are all in the 
Church and from these youth the voca-
tions to the seminary are born. There 
are 100 seminaries where the vocations 
that come from these families can be 
found and the Pope has understood this 
very well.

Regarding article 12, the communi-
ties from all over the world are helping 
the parishes to rediscover the Paschal 
Vigil. The Holy See, in the fundamental 
document on the Paschal Vigil, Paschalis 
Solemnitatis, expressed sorrow in seeing 
that the Paschal Vigil, instead of being 
“the mother of all vigils” and the center 
of the liturgical life of the Faithful, has 
been reduced instead in many parishes 
to an evening Mass.

Article 12 of the statute states that 
“the Neocatechumenate will stimulate 
the parish to have a richer celebration 
of the Paschal Vigil.” His Eminence, 
Cardinal [Antonio] Cañizares, prefect 
of the Congregation for Divine Worship, 
has precisely underlined this role of the 
Neocatechumenal communities, saying 
that the Polish Episcopal Conference, 
for example, has thanked the Way be-
cause it is helping to recuperate and re-
discover the importance of the Paschal 
Vigil in all of Poland. 
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ST. ROQUE

Sunday July 6, 2014 –  14th Sunday in  Ordinary Time

ENGLISH MASSES IN MACAU

Saturday (Anticipated Mass)
5:30 PM – St Francis Xavier (Mong Ha)
6:30 PM – Our Lady of Mt Carmel (Taipa)

Sunday
10:00 AM – St Francis Xavier (Coloane)
10:00 AM – Our Lady of Mt Carmel (Taipa)
11:15 AM – Salesian Institute
12:00 NN – Our Lady of Fatima
4:30 PM – St Augustine
5:30 PM – St Joseph the Worker
6:00 PM – Sé Cathedral

TAGALOG MASS
10:30 AM – St Augustine

USEFUL TELEPHONES FOR FILIPINO 
MIGRANTS IN MACAU
Philippine Consulate – 2875-7111
Immigration Department – 2872-5488
Labor Department – 2840-0333
Police – 2857-3333
Emergency – 999
Enquiry - 181

Zac 9:9-10; 
Rom 8:9,11-13; Mt 11:25-30

Our world shows a façade, an appe-
arance of reality, but the underlying 
truth is quite different. Publicity in all 
its kind, from the casinos to television, 
shows us what is socially fashionable 
and in vogue. Officially we are all ha-
ppy, we always smile, we live in beautiful 
apartments, etc. But these are only  fa-
çades; appearances that attempt to hide 
the reality.

There was a poor country. To prepa-
re for the arrival of many heads of sta-
tes for an international gathering, its 
government decided to place fences on 
the main road from the airport to the 
city. They did that to hide the squatters 
that spread to both sides of the road. 
Then, they called local artists to cover 
those fences with paintings, depicting 
the beauty of life in that country. Pro-
bably, some of the visitors thought that 

Come to me, all you who are weary

The Parish of St. Lazarus 
(Church of St. Lazarus) will be 
celebrating the Feast of St. Ro-
que “The Patron Saint against 
plague”, on Sunday, July 13, 
2014 with a Solemn Mass at 
9.30 a.m., followed by a Pro-
cession of St. Roque after the 
mass, around 10.20 a.m.

     The procession with the 
statue of St. Roque will go all 
over some streets of St. Laza-
rus Parish (e.g. Rua Volong, 
Rua São Miguel, Rua São 
Roque and Rua Nova de São 
Lázaro).

Although the Feast of São 
Roque is on August 17, in Ma-
cau it is celebrated always on 
the second Sunday of July due 
to a plague happened before 
in Macau in the years gone 
by. On that time the Parish of 
St. Lazarus, through São Ro-
que the Patron Saint against 
Plague, prayed and asked for 
the protection of God to set 
Macau free of the deadly pla-
gue and to cure the all the 

sick people that was caught 
by that it. The prayers were 
answered and since that time 
until July 1966, every year on 
the second Sunday of July a 
big Feast and Procession was 
taking place.

The procession stopped af-
ter July 1966, but never the So-
lemn Mass.

On 2008, due to new in-
fectious diseases that were 
happening again throughout 
the world, the Catholics of 
Macau once again prayed to 
God through São Roque, the 
Patron Saint against Plague, 
to protect and save Macau 
against the new coming dise-
ases. Thus the tradition was 
revived and the Procession of 
São Roque was brought back 
to the streets where before 
passed by.

 - Media and press are wel-
come.

- The duration of the pro-
cession is approximately from 
10:20 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

Patron Saint 
against the plague

the fences were there to protect peo-
ple on the other side from noise pollu-
tion, imagining that there were beauti-
ful houses with ample gardens on the 
other side of the fences. The reality was 
just the opposite.

What happened in that country can 
also be said about our social, family or 
personal reality. We show a beautiful 
façade, we fabricate appearances, but 
behind that the truth about life is hi-
dden, and at times, is very different, 
obscure and unhappy.

Today, Jesus invites us to open our 
eyes to our own reality; not denying 
what we do not like about it but accep-
ting that there are fragments of our li-
ves that are not wholesome or not full 
of light. We are not happy. Jesus invi-
tes us to welcome his compassion and 
mercy. Those of us who are tired, who 
have difficulty in finding meaning in 
this hypercritic and violent world; tho-
se of us who are upset as we realize that 

we are short of hope and leaden with 
sadness—we are all invited to come 
close to Jesus, because his “yoke is easy 
and his burden light.” This is the Gos-
pel revealed to simple people, to those 
who are able to open their hearts and 

accept that at the end we depend on 
him, on God, because only in him can 
we find true peace, authentic consola-
tion and sure rest.

If the lower instincts, that Paul men-
tions on the second reading, induce us 
to hide in darkness, the Spirit invites us 
to come out and place ourselves under 
the light, the all embracing and warm 
light of God who, accepting our reality, 
promises us life and hope. Only by ac-
cepting ourselves as we are in the pre-
sence of God we shall find true happi-
ness and arrive to life.

For reflection
•	 Are there aspects in my life that I pre-

fer to maintain in the shadow and re-
fuse thinking about them?

•	 What can heal and console myself?
•	 Wouldn’t it be better to open my he-

art to God’s presence? 

Fr Fernando Torres, CMF

Claretian Publications
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Now and then, we get annoyed. We get 
upset, we get angry. 

The great little book I mentioned 
last time – “The Seven Capital Sins” – 
describes the different forms of anger. 
“We have given way to anger and hate 
when we harbor resentment in our he-
art against a certain person or persons; 
when we plot harm for anyone by word 
or deed; when we use insulting langua-
ge toward the offender. We are guilty of 
anger when we become excited and in-
censed to such a degree that we strike 
or hurt another; when we wrangle and 
quarrel violently with another; or when 
by the sullen expression on our face or 
by our silence, we show our resentment 
toward him. Our sin is very, very serious 
if we harbor rancor or hatred in our he-
art for days, or months, or even years 
and abstain from marks of kindness and 
friendship. We are also guilty of anger 
if we abuse our authority and punish an 
inferior more than he deserves. We may 
even direct our anger toward God inte-
riorly, or exteriorly in passionate blas-
phemy.” 

We know that when anger gets out 
of hand, it harms our physical health. 
Everyone agrees that stress and tension 
make us more susceptible to heart di-
sease, diabetes, high cholesterol levels, 
a weakened immune system, insomnia, 
and high blood pressure.

Anger also hurts our mental health. It 
drains us of mental energy and clouds 
our thinking, takes away focus, makes us 
narrow-minded, blocks out the bigger 
picture, and prevents us from enjoying 
life. It can also lead to stress, depression, 
and other mental health problems.

Anger ruins relationships, particularly 

in family life. It inflicts wounds that last, 
and makes it hard for others to trust and 
respect us. It prevents them from being 
frank and candid with us. It makes them 
uneasy and nervous in our presence, fe-
aring that what we do or say might set off 
an emotional outburst.

From the point of view of faith, unrea-
sonable and unbridled anger is offensive 
to God.

Anger is bad from many angles. It is 
not worth getting angry. But why do we 
get agitated and worked up?

I think most of our anger arises when 
our expectations are not met, when we 
are contradicted, when our plans are 
frustrated -- anger arises when our will is 
not carried out.

But the truth is, we can never expect 
to have everything our way. We cannot 
fashion nature to our own liking, we can-
not control events. Pope Benedict XVI 
rightly wrote in Deus Caritas Est, “It is God 
who governs the world, not we.” Howe-
ver, we tend to forget this. We constantly 
fall into that first temptation of our first 
parents, “You will be like God” (Genesis 
3:5). We want to be in full control. This is 
the reason for our constant frustrations. 

Many companies offer courses on an-
ger management. But Christianity offers 
something better – anger avoidance. 
How does one do that?

The answer lies in the prayer that Je-
sus taught us. “Thy will be done.” This 
simple phrase helps us face reality, re-
minds us who we are, and what we are 
able to do. And it brings peace.

Does it mean that I do not do anything, 
just let things happen? Not at all. The 
saints are shining examples of people 
who followed God’s will, and they are 

among those who have contributed so 
much to humanity. Abandonment in 
God’s hands is not passivity. It is active 
cooperation in a plan that has been con-
ceived by Someone who is far wiser than 
we, someone who cares infinitely about 
each person, and someone who has the 
power and resources to carry out his de-
signs.

Let me quote Benedict XVI again: 
“There are times when the burden of 
need and our own limitations might 
tempt us to become discouraged. But 
precisely then we are helped by the kno-
wledge that, in the end, we are only ins-
truments in the Lord’s hands; and this 
knowledge frees us from the presump-
tion of thinking that we alone are per-
sonally responsible for building a better 
world. In all humility we will do what we 
can, and in all humility we will entrust the 
rest to the Lord. It is God who governs 
the world, not we. We offer him our ser-
vice only to the extent that we can, and 
for as long as he grants us the strength. 
To do all we can with what strength we 
have, however, is the task which keeps 
the good servant of Jesus Christ always 
at work: ‘The love of Christ urges us on’ 
(II Corinthians 5:14).”

So at the beginning of each day, as we 
struggle to get out of bed, let us tell the 
Lord, “Dad, I have made some plans for 
today. I don’t know if they are the same 
as yours. They are tentative, until you 
give me the go-ahead. They are subject 
to your approval. But I know that your 
plans are better than mine. So if there is 
anything I have not thought about that 
you would want me to do, just tell me. 
I’m ready.”

Surprisingly, people who make this 

constant act of entrustment seem to be 
“lucky” in the eyes of the world. And tho-
se who face the day with the ambition of 
shaping the world in their own image 
end up with countless frustrations. 

This reminds me of the interview that 
Time magazine did with Mother Teresa. 
One question went: “What is your gre-
atest disappointment?” The reply: “I do 
the will of God, no? In doing the will of 
God there is no disappointment.” 

When we try to play God
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“Where do we find...”
what extent each of us puts his trust in 
the Lord.

Peter recovered this trust when Jesus 
said to him three times: “Feed my she-
ep” (Jn 21: 15,16,17).  Peter thrice con-
fessed his love for Jesus, thus making up 
for his threefold denial of Christ during 
the passion.  Peter still regrets the disa-
ppointment which he caused the Lord 
on the night of his betrayal.   Now that 
the Lord asks him: “Do you love me?” 
Peter does not trust himself and his own 
strength, but instead entrusts himself to 
Jesus and his mercy: “Lord, you know 
everything; you know that I love you” (Jn 

21:17).  Precisely at this moment fear, in-
security and cowardice dissipate.

Peter experienced how God’s fidelity 
is always greater than our acts of infide-
lity, stronger than our denials.   He rea-
lizes that God’s fidelity dispels our fears 
and exceeds every human reckoning.  
Today Jesus also asks us: “Do you love 
me?”  He does so because he knows our 
fears and our struggles.  Peter shows us 
the way: we need to trust in the Lord, 
who “knows everything” that is in us, not 
counting on our capacity to be faithful, 
but on his unshakable fidelity.   Jesus 
never abandons us, for he cannot deny 
himself (cf. 2 Tim 2:13).  He is faithful. 
The fidelity which God constantly shows 

to us pastors, far in excess of our merits, 
is the source of our confidence and our 
peace.   The Lord’s fidelity to us keeps 
kindled within us the desire to serve him 
and to serve our sisters and brothers in 
charity.

The love of Jesus must suffice for Peter.  
He must no longer yield to the tempta-
tion to curiosity, jealousy, as when, seeing 
John nearby, he asks Jesus: “Lord, what 
about this man?” (Jn 21:21).  But Jesus, 
in the face of these temptations, says to 
him in reply: “What is it to you? Follow 
me” (Jn 21:22).  This experience of Pe-
ter is a message for us too, dear brother 
archbishops.  Today the Lord repeats to 
me, to you, and to all pastors: Follow me!  

Waste no time in questioning or in use-
less chattering; do not dwell on seconda-
ry things, but look to what is essential and 
follow me.  Follow me without regard for 
the difficulties.  Follow me in preaching 
the Gospel.  Follow me by the witness of 
a life shaped by the grace you received 
in baptism and holy orders.  Follow me 
by speaking of me to those with whom 
you live, day after day, in your work, your 
conversations and among your friends.  
Follow me by proclaiming the Gospel 
to all, especially to the least among us, 
so that no one will fail to hear the word 
of life which sets us free from every fear 
and enables us to trust in the faithful-
ness of God. Follow me! 
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