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PT EN CH

Why all the interest in a seemingly 
obscure medieval pope?

Fr Dwight Longenecker

On July 5, Pope Francis opened a Jubi-
lee year in honor of Pope St. Celestine 
V. What is that all about?

 A jubilee year is a year of celebration. 
Catholics are encouraged to take part 
by participating in special prayers, devo-
tions and pilgrimages. The jubilee is also 
a way of drawing attention to a special 
saint or theme.

 Pope Celestine V was born Pietro An-
gelerio and was known as Pietro del Mor-
rone after the mountain where he had his 
hermitage. Celestine was famous for his 
holiness and was elected pope after a pa-
pal election which was scandalously long 
because of worldly power struggles within 
the Vatican. Pope Celestine was eighty 
years old when he was elected, and the old 
man served as pope for just five months 
from July to December 1294. He ruled 
that a pope could resign, and then did so. 
His successor, Pope Boniface VIII feared 
Celestine’s supporters would set him up as 
an anti-pope so he confined Celestine to a 
castle where he eventually died.

 Pope Celestine V went down in history 
as a holy man who was “too good for the 
papacy.” In a time when the church hi-
erarchy was corrupted by worldly wealth 
and military might, Celestine presented 

a prophetic sign of contradiction. He 
lived for prayer, poverty and penance. 
Popes of the day too often lived for 
pomp, prestige, and power.

 The humble hermit who was the 
first pope to formally abdicate came 
back to prominence in 1966 when Paul 
VI visited Celestine’s tomb and praised 
his example. Pope Benedict XVI visited 
Celestine’s tomb twice, and honored 
the anniversary of his birth by declaring 
2009-2010 a Celestine year. Three years 
later Benedict himself made history by 
resigning from the papacy and now, 
Pope Francis declares a Celestine Jubi-
lee year. Why all the interest in a seem-
ingly obscure medieval pope?

 Pope Francis made it clear in his 
speech to the people of Isernia, Celes-
tine’s birthplace. “Like Francis of Assisi, 
Pietro del Morrone knew well the soci-
ety of his time, with its great poverties. 
Both were very close to the people. They 
had the same compassion of Jesus for 
the many exhausted and oppressed per-
sons…[this is] the very timely meaning 
of the Celestine Jubilee Year, which I de-
clare open from this moment, and dur-
ing which the door of Divine Mercy will 
be open wide for all. It is not a flight, it 
is not an evasion of reality and its prob-
lems; it is the answer that comes from 
the Gospel: love as the force...which puts 

the person, work and family at the cen-
ter rather than money and profit...We 
are all aware that this way is not that of 
the world.”

 Pope Francis’ love for Saint Francis 
and his wish to honor Pope St. Celestine 
is a prophetic reminder of the clash be-
tween the “way of the world” and “the 
way of Christ.” Jesus Christ’s gospel 
stands the world’s standards and values 
on their head. In walking away from the 
power and prestige of the papacy Celes-
tine thumbed his nose at the way of the 
world. When Celestine’s repudiation of 
the papacy is set into historical context it 
is even more of a prophetic sign.

 Celestine was elected because vari-
ous Italian families were fighting over 
the papacy. The election was dead-
locked and Celestine was nominated 
almost as a joke. During his short pa-
pacy he was manipulated by the cardi-
nals, especially Benedetto Caetani, who 
encouraged Celestine to resign, then 
bribed the electors to make him pope. 
Caetani took the name Boniface VIII, 
and as Celestine went down in history 
as one of the most humble and holy 
popes Boniface went down in history as 
one of the most wicked.

 Dante placed Boniface in hell for 
his crimes and it was Boniface VIII who 
pushed papal claims to worldly power to 

their most extreme point. A corrupt and 
ambitious man, Boniface demanded that 
all people be subject to the Roman Pon-
tiff and insisted that kings and princes 
bow to his power. After power struggles 
with King Philip IV of France, Boniface 
was imprisoned and it was rumored that 
he took his own life -- by gnawing off his 
own arms and bashing his head against a 
wall. Boniface was accused of many hor-
rible crimes by his enemies, and even if 
innocent of the worst offenses, he was 
still a completely worldly man world who 
stands as the stunning contrast to Celes-
tine’s simplicity and godliness.

 By proclaiming a jubilee year in hon-
or of Celestine Pope Francis is making a 
clear call for all Catholics to turn away 
from the worldly values of power, pride 
and corruption and walk in the way of 
Christ. Like Saints Francis and Celestine, 
we are to look to Jesus -- the author and 
finisher of our faith. Pope Benedict XVI 
said “the saints are lived theology.”

So Saints Francis and Celestine incar-
nate the way of the beatitudes, showing 
that simplicity, mercy, peace, and justice 
finally overcome extravagance, greed, 
injustice, violence, and revenge.

(This piece originally appeared at 
Aleteia.org and is reprinted with per-
mission. All other rights are strictly 
reserved.) 

POPE FRANCIS’ CELESTINE JUBILEE

救恩史
History of Salvation
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RELIGIOUS CLEANSING IN IRAQ

POPE PHONES PATRIARCH

(Zenit) -  Pope Francis has called 
the Patriarch of the Syriac Catho-
lic Church Ignatius Youssef III 
Younan to reassure him that he 
is following news out of Iraq with 
concern, especially the dramatic 
situation of Christians in Mosul.

Pope Francis phoned Patri-
arch Younan shortly after recit-
ing the Angelus on Sunday [July 

20] to express his solidarity with 
Iraqi Christians, Vatican Radio 
reported Tuesday.

During the nine minute 
phone call, the patriarch 
thanked the Pope and asked 
him to intensify his efforts to 
engage world leaders, bring-
ing them face to face with the 
facts on the ground.

Specifically, he underscored 
that in the province of Nineveh 
a massive religious “cleansing” 
campaign is underway to rid the 
region of those who do not share 
the beliefs of the new occupiers.

At the end of the call, Pope 
Francis bestowed his Apostolic 
Blessing upon all eastern Chris-
tians with the assurance that he 

“will always keep them in his 
prayers for peace and security.”  

At his traditional Angelus bless-
ing, the Pope offered prayers for 
Iraqi Christians who “’are per-
secuted, chased away, forced to 
leave their houses without the 
possibility of taking anything with 
them” and called for dialogue to 
resolve armed conflicts. 

Francis reassures Younan 
of prayers and support

(Zenit.org) - The “religious cle-
ansing” of Christians and other 
religious minorities from the 
Iraqi city of Mosul has brought 
widespread condemnation, but 
so far mostly silence from Wes-
tern political leaders.

For the first time in 1,800 
years, the city is devoid of Chris-
tians after the last families fled 
the city on Saturday ahead of 
an ultimatum by occupying 
Islamist militants, ISIS. Many 
of them were stripped of their 
possessions as they fled to seek 
refuge in Kurdistan.

Vatican Radio reports that 
people of other faiths, includ-
ing Shi’ites, Yazidis and Sha-
baks, have also fled from the 
ISIS militants who have de-
stroyed churches, mosques and 
shrines and seized property in 
what amounts to a “cleansing” 
of religious minorities.

Leading a service of solidar-
ity in Baghdad, Chaldean Pa-
triarch Louis Raphaël I Sako 
said “the heinous crime of the 
Islamic State was carried out 
not just against Christians, but 

U.N. Secretary General condemns 
persecution of Mosul Christians

against humanity.”
In a sign of protest and soli-

darity with the persecuted, 
some Christians have been 
marking themselves with an 
“N”, the first letter of the Arabic 
word for Christian, “Nasrani” or 
Nazarene. The Islamic State has 
been putting an “N” on Chris-
tian property marked out for 
seizure.

Baghdad’s auxiliary bishop, 

Shlemon Warduni, has called 
for an international response 
and for foreign leaders to speak 
out and act.

On Sunday, Iraq’s prime 
minister, Nouri al-Maliki, con-
demned ISIS’ actions, saying 
their aggression “reveals be-
yond any doubt the extremist, 
criminal and terrorist nature of 
this group.”

He said he instructed a gov-

ernment committee set up to 
support displaced people across 
Iraq to help the Christians who 
had been made homeless, but 
did not say when the army 
might try to win back control of 
Mosul.

In New York, the office of UN 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon 
issued a statement condemning 
ISIS attacks on all religions as 
a crime against humanity, for 
which those responsible must 
be held accountable.

Ban condemned “in the 
strongest terms the systematic 
persecution of minority popula-
tions in Iraq by Islamic State [of 
Iraq and Syria] and associated 
armed groups,” a U.N. state-
ment said.

The United Nations chief 
highlighted that “any systemat-
ic attack on the civilian popula-
tion or segments of the civilian 
population, because of their 
ethnic background, religious 
beliefs or faith may constitute a 
crime against humanity.”

The U.S. State Department 
was similarly strong in its con-

demnation after ISIS issued its 
ultimatum to Mosul’s Christians 
to either convert, pay a tax, leave 
or face imminent execution.

“The United States condemns 
in the strongest terms the sys-
tematic persecution of ethnic 
and religious minorities by the 
terrorist group [ISIS],” it said 
in a statement issued Friday.

It added that the U.S. govern-
ment was “outraged by ISIS’s 
recent announcement that 
Christians in Mosul must either 
convert, pay a tax, leave, or face 
execution in the coming days” 
and called ISIS’ “abominable 
actions” to divide and destroy 
Iraq a contradiction of Islam’s 
“spirit of tolerance and peaceful 
co-existence.” It said the United 
States “stands with all the Iraqi 
people against the threat from 
[ISIS]”.

Before the 2003 U.S. inva-
sion, 60,000 Christians lived in 
Mosul.

Pope Francis yesterday called 
on the faithful to pray for the 
Christians of Mosul, and for 
peace in the Middle East. 
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“WE WILL NOT CELEBRATE MASS WITH ILLEGITIMATE BISHOPS”

SITUATION IN GAZA `LITERALLY DETERIORATING´

(Zenit) - The auxiliary bishop of the La-
tin Patriarchate of Jerusalem, William 
Shomali, has said the situation in Gaza 
is “literally deteriorating” and has called 
for an immediate ceasefire.

In a telephone interview with ZENIT 
Wednesday, Bishop Shomali shared the 
real situation in Gaza from both a Pales-
tinian and an Israeli perspective. He also 
discussed the challenges facing Chris-
tians in the territory and, in particular, 
the hardships being experienced by Fr. 
Jorge Hernandez and his parish of the 
Holy Family in Gaza.

Moreover, he speaks on the situation 
facing young people, those without work, 
and the difficulties facing Gaza’s hospitals. 
He forcefully suggests what measures must 
be taken by government and the U.N.

***

ZENIT: Could you describe the actual 
situation taking place in Gaza, beyond 

the propaganda wars on both sides?
Bishop Shomali:  The situation is li-

terally deteriorating and there is a real 
humanitarian crisis in Gaza. Innocent 
lives have been lost. Until now, more 
than 3,500 Palestinians were wounded, 
650 killed. Many of them are children 
and women. Two-thousand houses have 
been shelled, some of them having 
their inhabitants inside. Hospitals are 
overcrowded and lack the necessary 
medical supplies. The consequences of 
the drama on children are and will be 
dramatic. Anyway, we cannot quantify 
the suffering of people through num-
bers and figures.

We have to add that on the Israeli side, 
also, there are losses. More than 28 soldiers 
were killed in this war, one is missing. And 
thousands of Israeli families live in fear be-
cause of rockets launched by Hamas. The 
provisional stopping of Alitalia, Air France 
and Lufthansa flights to Tel Aviv caused 
many economic losses to Israel.

ZENIT: Please describe the current 
state of the Christian community there.

Bishop Shomali: The Christian com-
munity in Gaza is less than 1,500. Among 
them, 200 are Catholics. The others are 
mainly Orthodox and some Anglicans. 
We run three Catholic schools and one 
Anglican hospital. The Christian presence 
in Gaza is stronger than its percentage.

For the moment, we don’t have special 
news about the destruction and losses 
incurred by the Christian community, al-
though we are in contact on a daily basis 
with its courageous parish priest, Fr. Jor-
ge Hernandez. We know from him that 
the faithful did not come to Mass last 
Sunday. They were afraid to come. Many 
people are deprived of basic needs such 
as sleeping at night because of what they 
hear. Our Catholic school in Gaza, whi-
ch is part of the parish compound, wel-
comed many homeless, who escaped the 
shelling of their quarter in Al Shujaieh 
and Al Zaitouneh. They are around 600 

people living and sleeping in the school 
without the necessary equipment. They 
need food and water. Thanks to Caritas 
Jerusalem, it was possible to send them 
an urgent help.

The Argentine sisters left Gaza. The 
situation was too stressing for them. But 
the Missionaries of Charity remained 
and continue to take care of 30 handica-
pped people.

ZENIT: What are the Christian 
community’s needs?

Bishop Shomali:  Many of the young 
people in the community are unem-
ployed, more than 40 percent. Those 
who work are needy of help because they 
don’t earn enough money for their sur-
vival. Christians in Gaza need more free-
dom under the Hamas regime. They feel 
they are second class citizens. Those who 
can leave are strong tempted to do so. 

(AsiaNews) - Beijing’s seminarians boy-
cotted their graduation ceremony sche-
duled for the end of June and also refu-
sed to concelebrate Mass presided over 
by illegitimate bishops involved in illicit 
ordinations of the last few years. The 
capital’s National Seminary first tried to 
mediate with the students but was then 
forced to cancel the ceremony.

Originally the illegitimate bishop Jo-
seph Ma Yinglin was slated to preside 
at the liturgy.  He was rector of the 
seminary in 2010 and ordained bishop 
of Kunming in 2006 without papal ap-
proval. Later, Ma was excommunicated 
by the Holy See. Following heated pro-
tests, the Seminary’s directors proposed 
Bishop John Fang Xingyao, a member 
of the Seminary’s board of directors 
and president of the Patriotic Associa-
tion (defined by Benedict XVI “incom-
patible” with the Catholic faith in his 
Letter to Chinese Catholics in 2007). 

The bishop of the diocese of Linyi was 
ordained a bishop in 1997 with the ap-
proval of the Holy See, but overtime 
drew closer to the government. Al-
though this proposal was rejected by 
the seminarians, who pointed out that 
Msgr. Fang has participated in several 
illicit episcopal ordinations.

A seminary source told ucanews.com 
that since Bishop Ma became rector, the 
seminary had only presented gradua-
tion certificates, but had not celebrated 
Mass. The news of the Mass apparently 
caught students by surprise; they then 
refused to concelebrate Mass with the il-
licitly ordained bishop. “Bishop Ma also 
has no intention to celebrate a Mass. It 
was the vice-rector who wants to please 
his superior,” the source said. The two 
bishops did not attend the June 29 grad-
uation ceremonies and graduates were 
not conferred with certificates before 
they left for their respective dioceses, 

according to the seminary source. Ru-
mors then began to spread that an ad-
vanced course for priests and nuns will 
be suspended when the new school year 
begins in September.

It is not the first time that Beijing’s 
seminarians have raised their voices 
against the impositions of the Patriotic 
Association. On 6 January 2000, the en-
tire student body of the National Semi-
nary - more than 130 students at the 
time - refused to participate in the illicit 
ordination of 12 (later reduced to 5) il-
legitimate bishops. The ceremony was 
to take place in the Cathedral of the Im-
maculate Conception (the Nantang) in 
Beijing to “counter” the one celebrated 
in the Vatican by Pope John Paul II, but 
was a failure due to scarce presence of 
the faithful and student’s boycott.

The backlash was swift: All students 
were sent home without a diploma 
and without the possibility of return-

ing to the seminary. An open letter 
signed by the students explained their 
actions: “We do not want to go against 
the Pope, although this will mean no 
longer becoming priests. At least we 
will be pure soul, in communion with 
the universal Church and united in 
love of Christ.” 

Objections to the Patriotic Associa-
tion and the government manipulations 
of the Catholic Church are becoming 
more frequent. Even the seminarians of 
Shanghai were opposed to the presence 
of illicit bishops at the episcopal ordina-
tion of Auxiliary Bishop Ma Daqin, the 
heroic prelate who immediately after 
his ordination, announced his resigna-
tion from the PA. This is why he is de-
tained at the Marian shrine of Sheshan 
without being able to exercise his min-
istry. For their opposition, the seminar-
ians were expelled from the seminary 
(which was later closed). 

Beijing seminarians desert
graduation ceremony

Latin Rite Auxiliary Bishop Launches 
Urgent Appeal to UN and Governments

 SEE Page 4
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Is 55:1-3; Rom 8:35,37-39; Mt 14:13-21

A crowd was waiting for the Pope at the 
airport in Brazil during one of his jour-
neys. It had a big banner that read, “Holy 
Father, the people are hungry.” The pe-
ople were not asking the Pope to give 
them food. The message was different. 
People are hungry for life; that is, hap-
piness, well-being, love, companionship. 
In Brazil, as in many other places, the-
re are too many people who die becau-
se this quality of life is denied to them. 
In Jesus’ time, people were hungry, too, 
and followed Jesus because they realized 
that he was true, life-giving food. The 
crowd was in front of Jesus. People were 

hungry. And there wasn’t enough to give 
them to eat. Only five loaves and two 
fish. Jesus performed the miracle by sha-
ring the little they had, the bread and 
fish were multiplied. All were satisfied.

We are also hungry for food, but par-
ticularly for shared happiness and life. 
We can buy food, but life is only found by 
sharing. It is when we tum to each other 
and realize that we are but one family 
that we receive true life. People around 
us give us life freely when we share what 
we have and receive what others give us. 
Sometimes, however, it seems that we 
spend our lives and our money on things 
that do not nourish us but rather on 
things that will even lead us to death.

The Sunday Eucharist is the sign that Je-
sus has given us to remind ourselves that it 
is only through sharing that we receive the 
gift of life and are fully satisfied. At Mass, 
a little bread and a little wine become the 
very life of Jesus who becomes our food. We 
share at the same table and we receive the 
same nourishment. And then the miracle 
happens: as the bread is made with many 
grains of wheat, even so, those who come 
from many different places become one 
single family in the name of the Lord.

For reflection

• Have we ever experienced the miracle 
of feeling happier and more alive when 

we have shared 
with someone in need?
• Do we feel ourselves as brothers and 
sisters of the same family and share our 
faith with one 
another?
• Outside of the parish, are we capable 
of sharing what we have?
• What have we received from others re-
cently?
• What are the needs we see around us, 
in our family and our neighborhood?
• What could we do so that even one 
would have abundant life? 

Fr Fernando Torres, CFM

CLARETIAN PUBLICATIONS

who can leave are strong tempted 
to do so. It’s not easy to live there 
in these special circumstances. Our 
three Catholic schools in Gaza at-
tract many students but are not self-
sufficient from an economic point 
of view. The majority of teachers and 
students are Muslims. Many of them 

are poor and need scholarships.

ZENIT: What do you believe ought to 
be done to help--by the Church, govern-
ment, or organizations?

Bishop Shomali: This coming Sun-
day, there will be a collection and a 
day of prayer for peace in all our chur-
ches in the Holy Land and Jordan. 
We started to collect money to send 

to the poor there. But the volume of 
destruction is great and needs gover-
nments’ grants for the reconstruction 
of the infrastructure.

Most needed now is an immediate 
ceasefire between Israel and Hamas. 
My appeal to all the decision makers 
is for an immediate cease-fire becau-
se people cannot live all the time 

under shelling and bombing.

ZENIT: Anything else you would like 
to add? Any further appeal?

Bishop Shomali:   We call upon the UN 
to intervene to stop this vicious cycle of 
violence and bloodshed, to totally uplift 
the siege of Gaza and to urgently resume 
the peace process that should be based 
on the international law. 

...Latin Rite Auxiliary Bishop
 from Page 3

Share bread, share life
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INVESTIGATING THE SOURCES

Last week we spoke about the 
three basic ways by which we 
acquire knowledge – the way of 
the senses, the way of reason, 
the way of faith. The second 
way (reason) needs the first 
(the senses). The third (faith), 
in turn, requires the use of both 
the senses (hearing, reading, 
seeing the witness) and reason. 
Moreover, religious faith, like 
human faith, requires a witness, 
and this witness is Jesus Christ. 
The question arises: how trus-
tworthy is his witness?

This question, however, lea-
ds us to another question that 
must be examined first. It is 
the question of our sources. 
We Catholics believe that Je-
sus is truly, really, substantially 
present with his Body, Blood, 
Soul, and Divine Nature in a 
sacramental way in the Eucha-
rist. But his presence among us 
is not a physical presence – we 
do not see and hear him direc-
tly as the apostles did. So we 
need to find out if the records 
we have of him are themselves 
reliable. If we cannot trust the 
Gospels, then how can we rely 
on the words recorded about 
Jesus? (This will require some 
mental exercise, so get yourself 
a cup of coffee.)

How reliable are the Gospels? 
This is the main question. We 
can divide it further into three. 

First: are our present day 
Gospels the same as the Gos-
pels of the early Church? How 
do we know? This is called the 
question of integrity.

Second: were the Gospels 
written by Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John? How do we 
know? This is the question of 
authorship.

Third: could the four Gos-
pel-writers record events that 
really happened? How do we 
know? This is the question of 
historicity.

Regarding the first ques-
tion, there are two areas to 
explore. One is to see if other 
authors in the early years of 
Christianity used the Gospels 
in their writings and compare 
our present texts with those. 
What can we find? For rea-
sons of space I will not quote 

Was (the Gospel according to) 
Matthew written by Matthew?

the texts, but you will find 
hundreds of quotations from 
the Gospels if you google the 
following names and docu-
ments: Didache, Clement’s First 
Epistle (Clement was the four-
th Pope), Ignatius of Antioch, 
Polycarp of Smyrna, Shepherd 
of Hermas, Papias, Irenaeus of 
Lyons, Clement of Alexandria, 
Tatian. These are authors or 
works within the first three 
centuries of the Christian era 
and they were using the texts 
that we use today. 

Another area to investiga-
te are the manuscripts of the 
texts themselves. There were 
no scanners or photocopiers 
during those days. Copies had 
to be written by hand. We are 
interested in three things: how 
many manuscripts there are, 
whether they agree with each 
other, and at what dates they 
were written. (Have you got-
ten your coffee yet?)

If we google “New Testa-
ment manuscripts”, we will 
discover that there is an abun-
dant number of existing ma-
nuscripts which, when com-
pared with one another, show 
very minor variations. Moreo-
ver, the existing manuscripts 
of the Bible are dated from 
the 3rd century AD onwards. 
That puts them close to the 
date of the originals.

Now compare the data with 
existing manuscripts of other 
classic texts like Homer’s (9th 
century BC) Iliad or Odyssey, 
Plato’s (428-347 BC) Republic, 
Caesar’s (100-44 BC) Gallic 
Wars. They are not as many as 
the Gospel manuscripts. And 
the earliest manuscript of these 
works is dated from the 5th cen-
tury AD. There is a wider gap of 
time between the original and 
the copy. That makes the Gos-
pel texts more reliable compa-
red with other classic texts.

As for the second question, 
we can google again what the 
authors during the early times 
said about who wrote the Gos-
pels. Try checking the follo-
wing works about the four 
Gospels and their respective 
authors from the first three 
centuries of Christianity: Ad-
versus Marcionem (“Against 
Marcion”) by Tertullian, Ad-
versus Haereses (“Against the 
Heresies”) by Irenaeus of 
Lyons (a disciple of Polycarp 
of Smyrna, who in turn was a 
disciple of St John the Apos-
tle), Commentary on Matthew by 
Origen.

The Adversus Marcionem is 
interesting because Tertullian 
writes about a spurious Gospel 
written by a certain Marcion. 
Indeed, there were other works 
claiming to be Gospels (you may 
have recently heard about the 
“recently-discovered” Gospel 
of Judas, for example). But the 

early Christians who had been 
eye-witnesses of Jesus Christ’s 
life, teachings, suffering, dea-
th, resurrection and ascension 
knew which stories were true 
and discarded the narratives 
that were not factual.

As for the third question, most 
of the works mentioned earlier 
and Eusebius of Caesaria’s 3rd 
century Historia Ecclesiastica 
(History of the Church) attest 
that the four Gospel-writers re-
cord events that they themsel-
ves witnessed, or reported by 
first-hand witnesses. 

What I have said here is 
a very brief summary of the 
proofs. But do not trust my 
word. Go and look up the data 
yourself. Once you are satis-
fied that the Gospels can be 
trusted as a historical record, 
then you can go on and read 
the next piece, next week. 

JMOM

A page from the Stockholm Codex Aureus -- Stockholm, National Library of Sweden, MS A. 35, also known as the “Codex Aureus of Canterbury”. It is a 
Gospel book written in the mid-eighth century in Southumbria, probably in Canterbury. Photo courtesy of Wikipedia. 
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