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AN APPEAL FROM THE CHALDEAN CATHOLIC PATRIARCH OF BAGHDAD

Mosul Christians: Whither?

PATRIARCH LOUIS RAPHAEL SAKO

To ALL who have a living conscience in
Iraq and all the world

To the voice of moderate brother
Muslims who have a voice in Iraq and all
the world

To all who have a concern that Iraq
could remain a country for all His
Children

To all leaders of thought and opinion

To all who announce the freedom of
the human being

To all protectors of the dignity of hu-
man beings and of religion

PEACE AND
MERCY FROM GOD!

The control exercised by the Islamist
Jihadists upon the city of Mosul, and
their proclamation of it as an Islamic
State, after several days of calm and
expectant watching of events, has now
come to reflect negatively upon the
Christian population of the city and its
environs.

The initial sign was in the kidnap-
ping of the two nuns and 3 orphans
who were released after 17 days. At the
time, we experienced it as a flash of
hope and as a clearing of the sky after

the appearance of storm clouds.

Suddenly we have been surprised by
the more recent outcomes which are
the proclamation of an Islamic state and
the announcement calling all Christians
and clearly asking them to convert to Is-
lam or to pay the jizyah (the tax all non-
Muslims must pay while living in the
land of Islam) — without specifying the
exact amount. The only alternative is to
abandon the city and their houses with
only the clothes they are wearing, tak-
ing nothing else. Moreover, by Islamic
law, upon their departure, their houses
are no longer their properties but are
instantly confiscated as property of the
Islamic state.

In recent days, there has been writ-
ten the letter ‘N’ in Arabic on the
front wall of Christian homes, signify-
ing ‘Nazara’ (Christian), and on the
front wall of Shiite homes, the letter
‘R’ signifying ‘Rwafidh’ (Protestants or
rejecters). We do not know what will
happen in future days because in an
Islamic state the Al-sharia or Islamic
code of law is powerful and has been
interpreted to require the issuance of
new I.Ds for the population based on
religious or sectarian affiliation.

This categorization based upon reli-
gion or sect afflicts the Muslims as well
and contravenes the regulation of Islamic

thought which is expressed in the Quran
which says, “You have your religion and I
have my religion” and yet another place
in Quran states, “There is no compulsion
in religion”. This is exactly the contradic-
tion in the life and history of the Islamic
world for more than 1400 years and in
the co-existence with other different reli-
gions and nations in the East.

With all due respect to belief and
dogmas, there has been a fraternal life
between Christians and Muslims. How
much the Christians have shared here
in our East specifically from the begin-
nings of Islam. They shared every sweet
and bitter circumstance of life; Christian
and Muslim blood has been mixed as it
was shed in the defense of their rights
and lands. Together they built a civiliza-
tion, cities, and a heritage. It is truly un-
just now to treat Christians by rejecting
them and throwing them away, consider-
ing them as nothing.

It is clear that the result of all this dis-
crimination legally enforced will be the
very dangerous elimination of the possi-
bility of co-existence between majorities
and minorities. It will be very harmful
to Muslims themselves both in the near
and the distant future.

Should this direction continue to be
pursued, Iraq will come face to face with
human, civil, and historic catastrophe.

We call with all the force available to
us; we call to you fraternally, in a spirit
of human brotherhood; we call to you
urgently; we call to you impelled by risk
and in spite of the risk. We implore in
particular our Iraqi brothers asking
them to reconsider and reflect upon the
strategy they have adopted and demand-
ing that they must respect innocent and
weaponless people of all nationalities,
religions, and sects.

The Holy Quran has ordered believ-
ers to respect the innocent and has nev-
er called them to seize the belongings,
the possessions, the properties of others
by force. The Quran commands refuge
for the widow, the orphaned, the poor,
and the weaponless and respect “to the
seventh neighbor.”

We call Christians in the region to act
with reason and prudence and to con-
sider and to plan everything in the best
way possible. Let them understand what
is planned for this region, to practice
solidarity in love, to examine the reali-
ties together and so be able together to
find the paths to build trust in them-
selves and in their neighbors. Let them
stay close to their own Church and sur-
round it; endure the time of trial and
pray until the storm will be over.

(Text courtesy of Aid to the Church in Need)



O CLARIM | Macau Catholic W

FAITH & LIFE
(EN)

(6]

{ 5+—E Chapter 1 . B+ "5 Chapter 12

4 SBE
The 10th Plague is announced
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Pharaoh decides to kill male
babies
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"Thus says the LORD: About
midnight | will go forth in the
midst of Egypt; and all the
firstborn in the land of Egypt
shall die, from the firstborn of
Pharaoh who sits upon his
throne, even to the first-born of
the maidservant who is behind
the mill; and all the firstborn of
the cattle."
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God institutes the Passover
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"Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old... Then
they shall take some of the blood, and put it on the two
doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat them. ...
In this manner you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on
your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it in
haste. It is the LORD's passover. The blood shall be a sign for
you, upon the houses where you are; and when | see the
blood, 1 will pass over you, and no plague shall fall upon you
to destroy you, when | smite the land of Egypt. This day shall be
for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the
LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as an
ordinance for ever."
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"And he summoned Moses and Aaron by night, and said, 'Rise
up, go forth from among my people, both you and the people of
Israel; and go, serve the LORD, as you have said."
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Passover (Israel is freed from bondage)
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Sacrifice of the Cross (We are freed from bondage of sin)
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Israel (North) with Samaria
as capital and Juda (South)
with Jerusalem as capital
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A Figure of the Sacrifice of the Eucharist 7
"By celebrating the Last Supper with his apostles in the

course of the Passover meal, Jesus gave the Jewish |
Passover its definitive meaning. Jesus' passing over to his
father by his death and Resurrection, the new Passover, is
anticipated in the Supper and celebrated in the Eucharist,
which fulfills the Jewish Passover and anticipates the final .
Passover of the Church in the glory of the kingdom." ‘
- Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1340
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"I appeal to you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
worship." - Romans 12:1
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