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NIGERIA

Possibility of a truce
with Boko Haram
vanishes after fresh
attacks and new
kidnappings of girls
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FIVE CENTURIES OF JOURNEY IN THE FAITH
Preparations are
underway for the
climax of celebrations
this November, as
Myanmar Catholics
celebrate 500 years of
grace
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A seminarian narrates
how he learned from a
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SUNDAY REFLECTION - ALL SOULS' DAY
On November 2,

the Church prays for
deceased friends
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THE LAW WITHIN

Because that's the
way we are (or what's
natural about Natural
Law)

POPE FRANCIS SAYS MEDIA GOT IT WRONG

Reform

is not about

the Curia,

but about
the heart

Receiving the Schoenstatt Apostolic
Movement for the centenary of its
foundation, Francis speaks off the
cuff and addresses issues raised at
the Synod: “There is a great crisis
of the family, we need person to
person pastoral care and a patient
accompaniment.” On Mary,
Mother of the Church: “We would
all be orphans without her.” The
Church that is not outward bound
“only grooms the sheep already
in its flock.” Renewal “is not just
about the Curia and the Vatican,
the newspapers are wrong. I am
looking for a renewal of heart.”

(AsiaNews) - TopAY more than ever, “the
family is under attack. Church historians
will come to speak about this, but I think
the family is becoming bastardized: as
if it were simply one more means of as-
sociation between people. The family is
not this, it is not this,” said Pope Francis
receiving about 7,000 members of the
Schoenstatt Movement in audience in the
Paul VI Hall, marking the centenary of
their foundation. Before the Pope there
were songs and testimonies on the cha-
risma of the group.

The dialogue was in an Q&A form
in the Pope’s native Spanish. The first
question from a young family with three

young children, was about the outcome
of the recent Synod on the Family: “How
can we help people who do not feel wel-
come in our church, and engaged cou-
ples seeking to a path to the fullness of
life in marriage?.”

The Pope responded with a note of
sadness: “The question you have asked
is very sad and painful. I think the Chris-
tian family, marriage have never before
been under attack like today. Directly
or indirectly. I may be wrong but I think
Church historians will speak about this
in years to come, but I think the family is
being bastardized as if it were simply an
association of people to join at will. In
that way anything can be called a family.”
Sadness, said Francis, “also comes from
the families suffering and the many mar-
riages that have ended, how much rel-
ativism there is in the concept of mar-
riage today. From the sociological point
of view, human values, the Christian sac-
rament ... there’s just a crisis of the fam-
ily. This is because it is being attacked
from all sides, and is being injured.”

Of course, the Pope resumed, “we
could limit ourselves to make a nice
speech and some nice sounding state-
ments of principle on this issue. Of
course, this should be done. It must be
said loudly: “What you are proposing is
not marriage’, it must be said clearly.
But first and foremost we need a min-
istry of help which, in this case, must
be ‘person to person’: accompanying,
spending some time with those who

have problems. The great master of wast-
ing time was Jesus, who wasted time in
accompanying and maturing conscienc-
es. Accompany means to walk together.”

With regard to the preparation of
young people, Francis asked: “How can
you lead engaged couples to marry after
only two courses? You cannot! It is a sin
of omission on our part, of the priests.
Marriage preparation must start from
far off. Many do not know what they are
doing when they get married, without
knowing what it means. The conditions
that they promise are important: they all
say ‘yes’, but do they realize that this cul-
ture of the provisional - not only in the
family but also in the Church - destroys?
We need to recuperate many things that
are proper to the family, but we cannot
be scandalized by the crisis.”

People who do not get married, he
concluded in his response, “who just live
together, who choose ‘part-time’ cohab-
itation ... Here are the new forms, totally
destructive and limiting the greatness of
marriage. That’s why we have so many
separations , divorces ... The key lies in
accompanying, not proselytizing which
leads nowhere. Only accompanying with
great patience.”

The second question was on the “mis-
sionary role of Mary” in the new evange-
lization and the renewal of the Church.

P SEE PAGE 2



WORLD
O

O CLARIM | Macau Catholic Weekly | FRIDAY | 31 October 2014

O
(2]

®

NIGERIA: NEW ATTACKS AND ANOTHER 60 GIRLS KIDNAPPED

Possibility of a truce with Boko Haram vanishes
-I'J/ <

(Agenzia Fides) - Hores for
peace have vanished after 5
people were killed in a bomb at-
tack this morning (23 October)
at a bus station in Azari, in the
State of Bauchi (northern Ni-
geria), and 60 girls abducted in
the State of Adamawe. During
the kidnapping, several houses
were burned.

In recent days, rumors had
spread about a possible ceasefire
agreement between the Govern-
ment of Abuja and the Islamist
group Boko Haram with the re-
lease of the famous 200 girls ab-
ducted in Chibock in April.

The news of the new kid-
nappings came as Parliament
in Abuja was approving the re-
quest of President Goodluck
Jonathan of a billion dollars in
emergency funds to buy arms to
fight Boko Haram.

In a span of two months, Fi-
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Bishop of Yola), had to leave our
meeting abruptly because of
thousands of refugees that had
flocked to his Cathedral and its
premises expecting protection
and feeding from the bishop
and his diocese.”

The issue is exacerbated by
the fact, the message pointed
out, that “while Muslims are
sometimes targets of these de-
structive  attacks, Christians,
Churches and non- Muslims in
general are the principal tar-
gets for extermination, expro-
priation and expulsion by the
Boko Haram insurgents.”

The primary duty of the gov-
ernment, the Bishops recalled,
“is to preserve and protect the
life of every Nigerian irrespec-
tive of tribe, religion, social
class or tradition.”

I The Bishops have mandated
CARITAS Nigeria to immedi-

des reported that 185 churches
in the Maiduguri Diocese had
been torched and 190,545 peo-
ple displaced by Boko Haram.
In the same period, 11 cities
in territory of the diocese had
fallen into the hands of Boko
Haram. Fides also reported on
September 19 that according
to the local Bishop, Mgr. Oliver

Dashe Doeme, the Islamist sect
controls in all 25 cities in the
north of Nigeria

In late September, the Bish-
ops of Nigeria sent a statement
to Fides at the end of their Sec-
ond Plenary Meeting, stating
that “In the face of Boko Haram
group and other criminal mili-
tias, the nation is in danger.”

“Our Second Annual Plenary
meeting in Warri Diocese, Del-
ta State has been daily strained
by firsthand and horrifying re-
ports reaching us from Borno,
Yobe, Adamawa, Taraba, Kano
and Kaduna states about the
mass slaughter of fellow Nige-
rians; the burning and sacking
of whole villages and church-

es and rectories. Families and
individuals are forced to seek
places of refuge outside their
invaded homes and lands,” the
statement continued.

The situation is so serious
that, as reported in the message,
“one of our bishops from those
zones of current tragedy (His
Exc. Mgr. Dami Mamza Stephen,

ately provide funds and succor
to all affected peoples and have
called for a national prayer on
13 and 14 November. “These
are critical times for our coun-
try and everyone in position of
authority must do everything
possible to save our dear coun-
try, Nigeria,” the message con-
cluded.

Reform is not about the Curia...

» FROM PAGE 1

The Virgin, Francis replied, “First of all
is our mother. Mary is ‘the’ Mother, who
brought Christ and helps us to allow Him
be born and grow in us. She is the Moth-
er of the Church, She is motherhood.
We have no right - and if we do so we are
wrong - to think we are orphaned in life.
We have a mother! She is a mother who
not only gives us life, but who educates
us in the faith. It is different to grow in
faith without the help of Mary. It is like
growing in faith without the Church. A
Church without Mary is an orphanage.”

The third couple asked the Pope how
to live “a fuller life with Christ.” To this
question, he chose to answer “from a
phrase of Benedict XVI: “The Church
does not grow through proselytism, but
attraction. This attraction comes from

our witness’. Here’s the first tip: witness,
this is how to approach others and en-
courage them to live like us. There is
nothing more important. “To be a wit-
ness’ means to immerse oneself, after
making a lifestyle choice. Without wit-
ness we can not help anyone. It is clear
that we are all weak, we all have our
problems, and we are not always good
witnesses. But that ability to ask for for-
giveness when our witness is not what it
should be is also a form of witness.”

And then there is the emphasis on
mission: “I repeat so many times: a
church that is not outward moving is a
wrong Church. It’s an elite group, that
instead of going out to look for the
sheep, dedicates itself to beautifying the
sheep it already has. But these are not
pastors, they are spiritual hairdressers!
A closed community is a sick one.”

The diversity and richness of the
Church were the theme of the last ques-
tion: “The world needs witnesses of gener-
osity. How can we best help in the renewal
of the Church?” One thinks of a great rev-
olution, Francis replied, “Some think of a
revolutionary Pope. But one of the oldest
concepts of Catholicism is the renewal of
the Church. The Saints were able to renew
their holiness, and so renew the Church
. I ask you as a favor, do not be afraid of
holiness! This means renewal.”

Changes must occur “because life
changes. But the renewal of the Curia
and ecclesiastical positions is not the re-
newal I am talking about. What newspa-
pers are talking about is not a renewal,
they talk about the wrong things. First,
we need to renew ourselves, our heart!
This is the real news. The renewal I seek
is that of the heart. I am helped in this by

the freedom of the Spirit, let him free to
lead us to do enormous things. The free-
dom of the Spirit is not relaxing oneself:
it means faithfulness and prayer.”

The devil, the Pope concludes, “ex-
ists, I say to those who do not believe
this, and puts so many obstacles on the
road. Lack of communication, the tower
of Babel, are examples of this. While the
Church builds the Holy Spirit, the devil
builds something else. That’s where we
have to work for a culture of encounter,
to help us come into contact with each
other as families and as other realities.
Take the Book of Genesis, Joseph and
his brothers. Just as this story starts with
pain it ends in encounter. Read this sto-
ry: God has chosen, He has promised
and has made an alliance with us. The
alliance is made up of promises. This
creates ecclesial solidarity.”
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celebrate 500

(Asia News & Vatican Radio) DESPITE
being a small minority, only 2% of the
population, Catholicism is celebrating
500 years of its existence in Myanmar.

The faith arrived in this country in
1510, but circumstances in 2010 did not
permit the celebration.

Formerly known as Burma, The Re-
public of the Union of Myanmar — or
simply Myanmar - has over 130 ethnic
groups recognized by the government
with diverse religions and cultural prac-
tices. While Buddhism is the popula-
tion’s religion of choice with almost 90%
of the country being followers, Cathol-
icism has certainly made a significant
impact.

Myanmar has been plagued by many
conflicts, government coups, and vio-
lent reforms. Religious persecution has
been a significant problem, especially
for Christianity. At various times, Chris-
tians have been discriminated against
and denied military enrollment and gov-
ernment careers. However, Catholicism
has been emerging and growing for the
last five centuries.

In October last year, Pope Francis au-

FIVE CENTURIES OF JOURNEY IN THE FAITH

Myanmar Catholics

Saint Mary Cathedral, Christmas Eve 2011 Midnight Mass in Yangon, Myanmar. Photo by HTOTAY ZAR.

thorized the Congregation for the Caus-
es of Saints to promulgate the decree
concerning the martyrdom of Fr. Mario
Vergara , a priest of the Pontifical Insti-
tute for Foreign Missions (PIME ) and
Isidore Ngei Ko Lat, a lay catechist , mar-
tyred in Shadaw (Myanmar) on May 24,

1950. Isidore will be the first Burmese
Blessed.

In September Catholic artists joined
hands to evangelize through a new mu-
sical endeavor. Catholic Creative Artists
Association — an indigenous group of
Catholic professional artists inspired by

years of grace

Biblical experience — has composed de-
veloped and released a music album en-
titled “Revelation” in honor of the anni-
versary. Earlier this year, the association
performed its first mega multi-cultural
musical entitled “Jesus of Nazareth” for
a capacity crowd at the National Stadi-
um for two days. The programme in-
corporated artists from the seven major
ethnic groups with their own music and
dances. “God seems to be inspiring the
Church to recognize this great poten-
tial and use it for greater benefit of the
Word of God,” Fr. Leo Mang, director of
social communication for the Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of Myanmar, told
EWTN News Aug 25. The bishops’ con-
ference has declared the current liturgi-
cal year “The 500th Great Jubilee Year.”

Celebrations kicked off Nov. 24, 2013
and will come to a close on the Solemni-
ty of Christ the King, Nov. 23, 2014.

The program of activities intends to
showcase the impact of Catholicism in
the country. The last three days revolve
around the Holy Mass, Eucharist adora-
tion and processions with the Blessed
Sacrament.

1’*"

Catholics gather to cap the month of the Holy Rosary at St. Augustine’s Church before the 10:30 Tagalog Mass on October 26.
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TERESA LO
chifanlo@yahoo.com.hk

I HAD a most delightful conversation with
my colleague and goddaughter at a can-
teen on a Saturday morning. I thought
she would take part in the Franciscan re-
treat held at St. Gabriel that afternoon,
but she chose to go to another formation
in Hong Kong on the same weekend. As
far as she knew, the one-and-a-half day
Franciscan retreat has been fully booked,
with a higher proportion of participants
coming from different parishes.

The Franciscan retreats have been
open to the Catholics since 2013. Sr. Ju-
dith and Sr. Suen - the two FMM sisters
serving in Chinese and English sections
of Colegio de Santa Rosa de Lima — have
been aware of the spiritual needs of the
Macau Catholics, thus taking the initia-
tive to work hand in hand in providing a
quiet place for them to encounter God.

“There is need of only one thing. Mary
has chosen the better part and it will not
be taken from her” (Luke 10:42). The
two FMM sisters carry the conviction
that participants who once put down
their own concerns and enter the sanc-
tuary of God will receive unimaginable
graces if they so earnestly seek.

What is that sweet taste like in a re-
treat? In the past five years, I have been
assigned as the coordinator of the faith
group in the Macau Catholic Schools As-
sociation. The main task was to prepare
for the annual Lenten retreat for Cath-
olic teachers. Being the coordinator, I
needed to work with the speaker, attend-
ed to the preparation of the materials
and ensured a smooth rundown. The
hope of being the Mary sitting next to Je-
sus was always a dream too hard to reach.

Retreat experiences of mine have
been jagged and mountainous, with
mountaintops frequently obscured by

QUIET TIME WITH GOD

So sweet to be Mar

clouds. I tried my best but to no avail.
The good God understands this predica-
ment of mine and prepares a great plan
to carry me to the top of the mountain
effortlessly with Him.

A week ago, I went to an eight-day re-
treat for the first time ever since my in-
fant baptism. With no previous referenc-
es, I did not know how to go inward and
see myself in the image of God. On the
sixth day, I met with my spiritual director
as usual in the morning session. Having
listened to my list of schedules — buying
food, writing card, making salad and
sending messages, he smiled and said I

had better stay in the mountain quietly
with God alone. Only then could I know
the desire of my heart and His heart.

I retreated to my room, looked outside
the window and noticed two striking im-
ages speaking to me: a revolving fan sit-
ting atop a little house and on its right a
tall tree with overarching branches root-
ed deeply under the ground. “You are
just that little Martha, revolving, running
and ignoring me,” God said wittingly.
God smiled at me too as I finally found an
entrance to His sacred mountain — one
that He has prepared long time ago ever
since the first night of my retreat.

®

“Look at that tree. It’s all yours — a gift
that is meant for you!” God whispered
gently. Iseemed to affix myself magneti-
cally to the tree, gazing at her shape, her
texture, her leaves and her beauty.

“I like the crevices, the bark, the sturdi-
ness, the branching out, the tallness, the
availability for the birds, the calmness, the
vitality, the youthfulness and the depth,”
I responded, having counted each good
thing I could find on that tall tree.

We then continued a most soothing
and delicious conversation for the rest of
the afternoon. I sat still, like Mary sitting
next to Jesus, rapt with wonder and joy.

Society of Jesus delegation visits UM

An international delegation of
15 members of the Society of Je-
sus visited the University of Ma-
cau (UM) on 15 October. The
delegation was warmly received
by UM Vice Rector (Research)
Prof Rui Martins, Shiu Pong
College Master Prof Kenneth
Leung, and Faculty of Social
Science professor Antonio de
Saldanha.

Prof Martins told the guests
about the milestones and the
latest developments in UM, as

UM Vice Rector Prof Rui Martins shows the guests the new campus model.

well as the historical role of

Western university, the St

Macao in the spread of knowl-
edge and in the pursuit of
scholarship. The delegation
visited the University Hall,
the Central Teaching Build-
ing, UM Wu Yee Sun Library,
and Shiu Pong College, in the
company of Prof Antonio de
Saldanha.

The Society of Jesus is one
of the Christian male religious
congregations of the Catholic
Church. It founded the first

Paul’s College, four centuries
ago in Macao. With a long his-
tory of excellence in cultural,
social and educational areas, it
is keen on establishing collab-
orative relationships with the
most promising academic and
cultural institutions in the re-
gion. The delegation consists
of high-level members respon-
sible for cultural, social and
educational activities in the
region.
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BROTHER CHAN

Time flies. THE TWO MONTHS
of summer come and gone.
Back in the seminary, I can look
back at my pastoral experience
during these summer holidays.
For me, they are touching
moments. In the first place, I
should thank God to have given
me Father Angel as a compan-
ion. He is a virtuous and able
priest, and he gave me the op-
portunity to learn what it means
to be a shepherd after God’s
heart.

On the August 5, Father An-
gel invited me to go to a distant
mountain village to visit the
Catholics there. They had not
seen a priest for ten years, and
they eagerly awaited a priest
who could be with them.

When we were taking our
breakfast, Father said that the
steamed bread was good. Ever
gently, he asked the cook if he
could take more bread with him
for the trip which would last
some nine hours.

Midway to our destination,
we stopped for some refresh-
ment, and Father took out his
bread and some water. I insist-
ed on buying him some lunch,
but he said he didn’t need it. I
then understood that he could
help the needy with the money
he saved.

After a brief rest, we took to
the road again. The weather
was rather hot. We could see
that many farms were suffering
drought as a result and Father
suggested, “Let us pray to God
to give abundant rain to this
land.” We then started to pray
the Holy Rosary. The next day,
rain fell. I then told Father that
God had heard our prayers.
He replied, “Brother, always re-
member to entrust your life to
God, he is our only strength.
We have to thank God and
praise Him always.”

When we arrived at our des-
tination, the older among the
faithful prepared a sumptuous
dinner for us. As we sat down
to eat, they told us the story of
the evangelization done by pre-
vious missionaries. Their stories
touched me and gave me en-
couragement and aroused my
zeal to evangelize.

When the cool evening set,
Father taught some doctrine to
the faithful and the children,
taught them some songs, so

(5]

THE CHURCH THAT GOES TO THE FRINGES

Learning to be a shepherd in Sichuan

that they can praise God with
the joy of his love. From their
innocent and happy gaze, we
could see their great trust and
love for God.

At night, I shared a room
with Father. But before sleeping,
Father led the prayer, thank-
ing God, recalling and making
an examination of conscience
about the things we have done
during the day.

The next morning, after we
got out of bed, Father invited me
to sing, to thank and praise God,
for giving us a new day. I always
felt God’s presence on him and
saw that he was a prayerful per-
son, that he had a faithful and
trusting devotion to God.

There was another thing that
touched me deeply. In thatvillage
there was a bed-ridden 80-year-
old lady who could not move by
herself for 10 years. When Father
entered her room, he knelt in
front of her bed and heard the
story of her faith. She had not
seen a priest for many years, but
she had managed to preserve
her faith and her trust in God.
In response to her wish and for
the good of her soul, Father cel-
ebrated Mass by her bedside. As
Father prepared to say Mass, she
took out the Rosary beads, old
and worn prayer book, and holy
images that she had treasured
for years. I was deeply moved by
both the old lady’s gestures and
Father’s reverence and spirit of a
shepherd.

I thanked God for them,

thanked him for watching over
them with his mercy and keeping
them firm in the faith. For so many
years, no shepherd has been able
to see these Catholics, but they had
faithfully kept their faith and their
trust in God. Seeing them inspired
me to love and trust God.

At the end, the faithful
brought us to the tomb of the
missionary who evangelized the
place. When Father saw that
there was no sign of the faith
on the tomb, he took some dry
branches and fabricated a cross

which he reverently erected on
the tomb. This gesture was to
show the people that God loves
them, that God loves this piece
of earth, and that this mission-
ary’s life and preaching brought
the Good News, the faith to
them so that they can know him
and be saved.

When people heard that Fa-
ther had gone to that place, the
news spread until a hundred
faithful and children were there
to see the priest. Father grabbed
the opportunity to speak about

God, and to distribute holy im-
ages and medals. He also gave a
basketball and a football to the
children. And there were also
cookies to eat. Father Angel told
everyone to trust God, because
God is our strength, our consola-
tion, and our protector. Only in
God can we walk the right road
and not go astray in the filthy,
corrupt and ever-changing soci-
ety. He added that we also have
to train our bodies and to keep
on learning.

Through these few short days
with Father, I felt God’s pres-
ence in him and in the faithful.
I experienced how much God
loves me. Though I had gone
to accompany the priest, it was
actually the priest who accompa-
nied me and helped me to grow
spiritually and help me immerse
myself in God’s love, absorb his
grace, and nourish my spiritual
growth. Through God’s beloved
servant and through these simple
and kind faithful, God inspired
me by their example. They re-
minded me and made me realize
that those who follow God must
be ready to serve his people for
love of him. They also taught
me how to become more aware
of God’s presence, and encour-
aged me to trust and rely on God
more than on my own strength.
Thanks be to God for giving me
this valuable experience to grow,
for giving me the strength to
make good use of his grace. May
the Lord continue to support me
with his merciful love.

On Saturday 25th of October 2014, Chiaretto Yan released his first book, ‘Sharing the Joy of the Gospel in China’ along with
his Grace Bishop José Lai, Ms. Florinda Chan and Rev. Fr. Alberto Rossa at the Conference Hall of the Bishop’s House.
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The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed Souls
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Sunday Gospel
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Everyth'mg that the Father gives me will come to me, and 1 will not

reject anyone who comes to me, because 1 came down ﬁ'om heaven not

to do my own will but the will ofthe one who sent me

LHERKE  EAEREA 0 REEMIEE o
For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who sees the Son and

believes in him may have eternal [ife, and 1 shall raise him on the last day.

Is 25:6-9; 1 Cor 15:20-28; Mt
11:25-30

IN NOVEMBER we celebrate
the feasts of All Saints and
All Souls. These two feasts are
very much rooted in the heart
and culture of most Asians.
The dead transcend the di-
mensions of time and space
in order to once again be in
the world, with a different
kind of presence. Therefore,
beyond aspects that, for a ca-
sual spectator, could appear
merely folkloric, for most cul-
tures is a matter of profound
truth. The beloved never
leave us all together; their
spiritual presence is as strong
or even more as when they
were among us physically.
This truth is, moreover,
perfectly in agreement with
Christian faith, which does
not consider physical death as
a definitive ending, but as the
beginning of true life. Death
becomes, thus, not the object
of morbid reflection, but an
opportunity for celebration
of life, color, and hope.
Today’s celebration of All
Souls is more a feast of hope
than a day of mourning for
the dead. By visiting the graves
of our beloved ones and pray-

NOVEMBER 2, 2014 — ALL SOULS DAY

Remembering our deceased friends

ing for all who have died, we
profess and affirm our faith
that we are still linked with the
dead, that for us they are not
gone for ever but that we shall
see them again in the home
of our Father in heaven. For
them, and for us, the stone of
the tomb will be rolled away,
and we will rise from death
as once Jesus raised Lazarus
and he himself rose from the
tomb. Let us celebrate this res-
urrection faith, today.

Let us pray to our living
God, who created us for life
and happiness that God will
not give us up to death but
give us eternal life. Let us
pray to him: R/ Lord of life,
hear your people.

For the dead in our fami-
lies and our community, for
all those who were dear to us
in life, that God, who called
them by their names, may be
their unending joy, let us pray:
R/ Lord of life, hear your
people.

For all those who had to
suffer much in life from
sickness, injustice or pov-
erty, that their sorrow may
now come to an end and
that there may be no end to
their happiness, let us pray:
R/ Lord of life, hear your

people.

For the dead who had to go
a lonely way through life be-
cause none, or few, cared for
them, or because they were
loners themselves, or because
their children or partners
deserted them; for those for
whom nobody mourns, that
now they may discover the joy
of the friendship of the saints
in heaven, let us pray: R/ Lord
of life, hear your people.

And finally for ourselves,
that we may help and support
one another on the journey
through life, that we may go
the Lord’s way side by side
and share joys and sorrows,
life and death, let us pray:
R/ Lord of life, hear your
people.

God of life, we thank you for
the assurance that the dead
are in your hands and that
we are called and destined
to eternal life on account of
your risen Son, Jesus. Do not
let our hearts be troubled
but reunite us one day with
those whom we have known
and loved. Lead us all to you
through him who is our way,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Fr. Fernando Torres, CMF
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Because that’s the way we are

REV. JOSE MARIO 0. MANDIA
jmomandia@gmail.com

WE OFTEN THINK of law as some-
thing external to us. The anal-
ogies we have made use of last
week all point to this: maps,
roadsigns, traffic cops. But it is
possible to dig deeper and in-
vestigate the source of the law.
We have explained why our free-
dom needs the law, but we can
ask where does the law come
from? What or who determines
what can or cannot be done?

Let me make use of anoth-
er analogy. Let us say you buy a
brand new computer. Once you
get home and take it out of the
box, what would you do? Would
you use it right away? Maybe. But
I guess most people may want
to read the instruction manual
first. They would like to make
sure they are doing the right
thing. Can I disregard the manu-
al? Well, yes, of course. But what
happens if I ignore what it says?
If it states that first I have to plug
the computer to a power source,
then press the start button, then
click on the program, and I in-
sist on typing without following
the initial steps, what would you
think of me? If the manual says
I should prevent spilling water
on the keyboard of my computer
and I decide to pour water over it
(“because I am free,” you would
say), would you call me wise?

Why do machine manufactur-
ers make manuals for the ma-
chines they make? They want to
make sure that the users will be
able to make the machines work
and work well. (And they don’t
want to be sued.) Why can the
manufacturers make manuals?
Because they know how the ma-
chines are made, they know the
nature of the machines. For ex-
ample, they will tell you that only
certain versions of a particular
program can be installed in a par-
ticular computer. Other versions
will not work on it. Why? Because
of the nature of that particular
computer. In other words, the
nature of the computer deter-
mines what ought to be written
in the instruction manual. The
instruction manual only makes
explicit something that is found
in the machine itself.

Let us apply the analogy to liv-
ing things. For example, have you
ever tried to make a sparrow swim,

or a goldfish fly? Maybe you did,
when you were a child. But now
you know that sparrows are not
made to swim and goldfish are
not meant to fly. Their respective
natures do not allow them to do
it. That’s the way they are. The na-
ture of something is the way that
thing is, the way it is made.

Man also has his own nature,
his way of being. His particular
way of being, his nature, makes
him capable of doing certain
things, and incapable of doing
certain others. Because he has
a body, he can perform phys-
ical acts, but he is also subject
to physical laws. Because he is
alive, he can do many things that
non-living beings cannot, but he
is also subject to biological laws.
Because he owns his actions (he
has freedom and responsibility),
he can do things on his own voli-
tion, but he is also subject to mor-
al laws. Those moral laws that
spring from his free nature are
what we call “Natural Law”. The
commandments are an explicit
statement of that law embedded
in human nature. Thus, we can
say that the commandments are
life’s instruction manual.

Peter Kreeft explains this in

his book Catholic Christianity:
“Moral laws are based on human

nature. That is, what we ought
to do is based on what we are.
‘Thou shalt not kill,” for instance,
is based on the real value of hu-
man life and the need to preserve
it. “Thou shalt not commit adul-
tery” is based on the real value of
marriage and family, the value of
mutual self-giving love, and chil-
dren’s need for trust and stability.”

There is another reason why
it is called “Natural Law” — it
can be known by the natural
light of reason. Peter Kreeft
explains in the book I cited
above: “The natural law is also
naturally known, by natural hu-
man reason and experience.
We do not need religious faith
or supernatural divine revela-
tion to know that we are mor-
ally obligated to choose good
and avoid evil or to know what
‘good’ and ‘evil’ mean. Every
culture in history has had some
version of the Ten Command-
ments. No culture in history has
thought that love, kindness, jus-
tice, honesty, courage, wisdom,
or self-control was evil, or that
hate, cruelty, injustice, dishon-
esty, cowardice, folly, or uncon-

trolled addiction was good.”
This is what Saint Paul means,
when he tells the Romans (2:15)
that non-believers “show that
what the law requires is written
on their hearts, while their con-
science also bears witness and
their conflicting thoughts ac-
cuse or perhaps excuse them.”

But why is it that some peo-
ple seem not to know? Think of
suicide bombers for example.
They seem to think that killing
is virtuous. Or we often think
that criticising others is good
for us. (Ouch!) The Compen-
dium of the Catechism of the
Catholic Church (no 417) ex-
plains, “Because of sin the nat-
ural law is not always perceived
nor is it recognized by everyone
with equal clarity and immedia-
cy.” It is for this reason that God
gave the Commandments so
that, as Saint Thomas Aquinas
teaches in his Summa Theologi-
ae (I, question 1, article 1), the
law can be known “by all men
with ease, with firm certainty
and with no admixture of error

.7 The manufacturer knows
that many computer users can
figure out for themselves the
basic functions of their prod-
uct, but just to make sure, they
include the instruction manual.

From what has been said
above, two characteristics of
Natural Law follow. First: every
one who considers himself hu-
man, whether he be Catholic or
not, is covered by natural law.
Natural Law is universal, it is for
every human being. Second: as
long as human beings are hu-
man beings, as long as man’s na-
ture stays the same, the law stays
the same, whether it be in the
times of Noah or in the times of
our great-great-grandchildren.
Natural Law is unchanging; it is
immutable.

SATURDAY (Anticipated Mass)

SUNDAY

11:15 AM — Salesian Institute
12:00 NN - Our Lady of Fatima
4:30 PM - St Augustine

5:30 PM - St Joseph the Worker
6:00 PM — Cathedral

TAGALOG MASS
10:30 AM — St Augustine

USEFUL TELEPHONES
Philippines Consulate — 2875-7111
Labor Department — 2840-0333
Police — 2857-3333

Emergency — 999
Enquiry - 181

MASS SCHEDULE IN MACAU

5:30 PM - St Francis Xavier (Mong Ha)
6:30 PM — Our Lady of Mt. Carmel (Taipa)

10:00 AM - St Francis Xavier (Coloane)
10:00 AM — Our Lady of Mt Carmel (Taipa)

FOR FILIPINO MIGRANTS IN MACAU

Immigration Department — 2872-5488




O CLARIM | Macau Catholic We

FAITH & LIFE
&

H{ISTORY OF SALVATION *5( ™S

\

L F R (1

Time of Israel (XV) |

ERRANSH ‘ - G ok 35
TR, EHESR?BEREEXEEE—BAN - — : Abraham’s Family Tree
BEE - R RBE—EANNE—ESE -
BURIK [ BUR (BERBIERF ) ------m-mmmmmmees L e 05 D B (1R R
From type (symbol) to reality Sarai / Sarah (Abraham's wife) l Abraham ! Hagar (Egyptian
What does “type” mean? Through types or symbols, God uses a B 3=)))] KHiIsH
person or an event to represent a future person or event. SEES l REzel Ishmael
| !
FAf& Figure \ BHE ‘ BRA
+:ﬁL¥7ﬁEE+:3‘Z/[I§ Esau Edomites
2 Riensene (2 e EmEW B MRET) WED W83 WEL (1RY) __
E IR Redlity Zilpah (Slave) Leah (Wife) Jacob / Israel Bilhah(Slave)
ERER KB T + AR R EHERER—RTE l { I
Jesus also chose 12 apostles as foundations of the new chosen [ ' ‘ 1
people of God. W IEES B0y 172 BNk 8 SR | BX MEER
k Gad Asher Levi Simeon Reuben Judah Dan Naphtali
KB ER Rl & [ I #d
Issachar Zebulun Dinah
l | XEE
BEE ‘ 1S King David
Moses Aaron PTZ&P5 E
BIZJevﬂiiteﬁ | King Solomon
L PNEES
Bk e Kings of Judah
Priests Zadok
{
PNGIE ! ®
High Priests BB & \'
Jesus
TSGR TEEEp } .
Adam and Eve Abraham \
3 I
- AFTHI? | ATTHI1800 } ER 5 St
? BC : 1800 BC JUDGES KINGS PROPHETS
‘- HO :
 ATEI? E0iH ATTAEI920/930
. L 2BC : PATRIARCHS 920/930 BC
g AFTAI1300 A= AFERI1000
= N SHoR A:;a'fgm et e BlE5) (4LE) BEHER
Noah -~ JEK (PRl ) EEBERR
s W
1BE L+ &D;‘F Israel (North) with Samaria
Moses Twelve Tribes ' B Ravic as capital and Juda (South)
: L L { with Jerusalem as capital

WWW




N7

okly | FRIDAY | 31 October 2014

& (E

(9

= 53 BISF it

| EHEE (Bt=Fst—s)

ﬂ_) DISTRIBUTION OF THE PROMISED LAND:
THE Booxk OF JosHUA (Chapters 13-22)
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Israel had three degrees of priests: the high priest, the priest,
and the Levites. The Levites served in the Tabernacle and later
in the Temple, assisting the priests to offer sacrifice. God chose
the Levites to represent Israel in the Temple, which ordinary
Israelites were not allowed to enter under pain of death.
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