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POPE FRANCIS’ MASS IN THE VERONA CEMETERY

Pope Francis offers incense before an image of the Blessed Virgin in the Verano Cemetery.

(AsiaNews) – “The first two days of 
November,” Pope Francis said to the 30 
thousand people in St Peter’s Square in 
the morning of November 1, “the first 
two days of November are for all of us 
an intense moment of faith, prayer and 
reflection on the ‘last things’ of life. 
In fact in celebrating all the saints and 
commemorating all the faithful depart-
ed, in the Liturgy the pilgrim Church 
on earth lives and expresses the spiritu-
al bond which unites her to the Church 
in heaven. Today we praise God for the 
countless host of holy men and women 
of all ages: simple men and women, who 
sometimes were the ‘last’ for the world, 
but ‘first’ for God. At the same time we 
already remember our departed loved 
ones by visiting cemeteries.” The Holy 
Father visited the Roman cemetery in 
the afternoon. “It’s a matter of great 
consolation,“ he continued, “to think 
that they are in the company of the Vir-
gin Mary, the apostles, the martyrs and 
all the saints of heaven.”

“Today’s Solemnity thus helps us to 
consider a fundamental truth of the 
Christian faith that we profess in the 
Creed: the communion of saints. It is the 
communion that comes from faith and 
unites all those who belong to Christ by 
Baptism. It is a spiritual union that is not 
broken by death, but continues in the 
next life. In fact there is an unbreakable 
bond between us living in this world and 
those who have crossed the threshold 
of death. We here on earth, along with 
those who have entered into eternity, 
form one great family.”

“This beautiful communion between 
heaven and earth takes place in the 
highest and most intense way in the Lit-
urgy, and especially in the celebration 

of the Eucharist, which expresses and 
fulfills the deepest union between the 
members of the Church. In the Eucha-
rist, we encounter the living Jesus and 
His strength, and through Him we enter 
into communion with our brothers and 
sisters in the faith, those who live with us 
here on earth and those who have gone 
before us into the next life, life without 
end. This reality of communion fills us 
with joy: it is nice to have so many broth-
ers and sisters in the faith who walk 
alongside us, supporting us with their 
help and together we travel the same 
road toward heaven. And it is comfort-
ing to know that we have other broth-
ers and sisters who have already reached 
heaven ahead of us and who pray for us, 
so that together in eternity we can con-
template the glorious and merciful face 
of the Father.”

“In the great assembly of the saints, 
God wanted to reserve the first place for 
the Mother of Jesus. Mary is at the center 
of the communion of saints, as a unique 
custodian of the bond between the uni-
versal Church and Christ. For those who 
want to follow Jesus on the path of the 
Gospel, she is a safe guide because she is 
the first disciple, an attentive and caring 
Mother, to whom we can entrust every 
desire and difficulty.”

Later in the afternoon, surround-
ed by thousands of faithful who filled 
the paths and alleys between the mon-
umental tombs of Verano Cemetery, 
the pontiff celebrated Mass accom-
panied by Cardinal Agostino Vallini, 
vicar of Rome, Mgr Filippo Iannone, 
vice-regent of the Diocese of Rome, 
the diocese’s auxiliary bishops and Fr 
Armando Ambrosi, priest at the St Law-
rence Outside the Walls Parish Church, 

where the cemetery is located. In com-
ing here, Pope Francis revisited a tradi-
tion that John Paul II had upheld until 
1 November 1993.  Since then, Bene-
dict XVI did celebrate the Eucharist at 
the nearby Basilica of St Lawrence out-
side the Walls in 2008.

“Today,” the pope explained, “on the 
feast of All Saints, before the day of All 
Souls, we need to think about hope, 
the hope that accompanies us in life . . 
. . Early Christians represented hope as 
an anchor, as if hope was anchored in 
God’s life, on the other shore. To have 
our life anchored where our dearly de-
parted, Jesus Christ, and God are brings 
the hope that does not disappoint.”

“Hope is the yeast that widens the 
soul,” said the Pope. “Even in difficult 
times, hope, the soul goes on. Today is 
a day of hope. Our brothers and sisters 
are in God’s presence. We too shall be 
there if we walk along Jesus’ road . . . 
.  Everyone who has this hope based on 
him makes himself pure’ (1 Jn. 3:3). 
Hope purifies; it lightens us; it makes it 
go faster.

“As sun starts to set today, let each of 
us think of our own sunset. Am I looking 
at it with hope? . . . Where is my heart an-
chored? If it is anchored on the shore, 
hope cannot disappoint because Jesus 
does not disappoint.”

At the end of the Mass, the pope con-
cluded, “I would like to pray in a special 
way, in particular for our brothers and 
sisters who died as they sought a better 
life. We saw the cruelty of the desert, and 
of the sea where many drowned. Let us 
also pray for those who were saved, now 
languishing in shelters. Let us hope they 
might go to other, more comfortable 
places, in other centres.” 

“Let us think of 
the sunset of our life”
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LEGIONARIES OF CHRIST

SISTINE CHAPEL HOLY FATHER AT THE PONTIFICAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

(Rome Reports) The resto-
ration of the  Sistine Chap-
el began in 1980 and ended in 
1994. After this immense work, 
no one thought that Michel-
angelo’s masterpiece could be 
seen any better, until now.

With the  new lighting sys-
tem  installed in the Chapel, 
visitors can enjoy the paintings 
in a whole new light. Before 
the installation, some details 
of the  creation of Adam  were 
barely recognizable. Now they 
can clearly be seen with  vivid 
colors. 

Before, the blue color of 
the  Final Judgement  served 
merely as a background. Now, 
the celestial tone intensifies the 
scene portrayed. 

The light that emanates from 
Christ is another example. 
Thanks to the 7,000 LED light 
points, all the details and fig-
ures from this work of art gain 

life and expression.
Michelangelo finished paint-

ing the Sistine Chapel on Octo-
ber 31st, 1541. Those who have 
visited the chapel for over 500 
years  can say that his master-
piece looks as if it was painted 
yesterday. 

New LED lighting 
brings out more detail

(Zenit.org) - While attend-
ing this morning’s plenary ses-
sion of the Pontifical Academy 
of Sciences held in the Vati-
can’s Casina Pio IV, the Holy 
Father Pope Francis spoke of 
his retired predecessor at the 
unveiling of a bust of Pope 
Emeritus Benedict XVI inau-
gurated by the Academy.

Francis noted his predecessor 
was great for his incredible in-
tellect, his theological contribu-
tions, his virtues, religiosity, and 
equally for his deep love of the 
Church and of human beings.

Reminiscing, he recalled 
that Benedict XVI was the first 
to invite a president of this 
Academy to participate in the 
synod on new evangelization, 
“aware of the importance of 
science in modern culture.”

His address didn’t focusing 
on the complex issue of the 
evolution of nature, the theme 

of the academy’s session, but 
underscored instead that “God 
and Christ walk with us and are 
also present in nature.”

CREATION

“When we read in Genesis 
the account of Creation, we 
risk imagining God as a ma-
gus, with a magic wand able 
to make everything,” he said. 
“But it is not so. He created 
beings and allowed them to 
develop according to the inter-
nal laws that He gave to each 
one, so that they were able to 
develop and to arrive at their 
fullness of being.”

The Lord, Francis explained, 
gave autonomy to the universe’s 
beings at the same time at which 
he assured them of his continu-
ous presence, which “gives be-
ing to every reality,” until it be-
came what we know today.

This, he said, is precisely be-
cause God is not “a demiurge” 
or “a conjurer,” but the “Creator 
who gives being to all things.”

Moreover, the beginning of 
the world, he said, is not “the 
work of chaos that owes its or-
igin to another,” but derives 
“directly from a supreme Ori-
gin that creates out of love.”

Regarding the Big Bang the-
ory, often said to explain the 
origin of the world, the Pontiff 
said, “It does not contradict the 
divine act of creating, but rath-
er requires it.” The evolution 
of nature does not contrast 
with the notion of Creation, as 
evolution presupposes the cre-
ation of beings that evolve.”

MAN

“With regard to man,” he 
continued, instead, there is a 
change and something new.

Francis Calls Benedict XVI 
a Great Pope

(Rome Reports) The Vat-
ican has approved the 
new statutes of the Le-
gionaries of Christ, which 
were developed during 
the General Chapter of 
the Congregation that 
concluded in February. 

The Legion of Christ 
delivered its new consti-
tutions in February. After 
further study, the Holy See 
requested some adjust-
ments as they were explicit 
references to the texts of 
the Second Vatican Coun-
cil. They also asked to 
include points from the 
Code of Canon Law which 
would serve as a key in in-
terpreting the rules. 

The new text also clar-
ifies the relationship be-

Vatican approves new statues
tween the Legion of Christ 
and Regnum Christi.

In July 2010, Benedict 
XVI named Cardinal Vel-
asio de Paolis as Apostolic 
Delegate to the Legion of 
Christ. The Pope asked 
that he supervise the rede-
velopment of the Consti-
tutions.

De Paolis ended his 
work on February 2014, 
after the election of new 
superiors. In July, the Vat-
ican named renowned 
canonist, Gianfranco 
Ghirlanda, as Pontifical 
Assistant in order con-
solidate the renewal of 
the congregation, and to 
help in preparing the stat-
utes of the Regnum Chris-
ti movement. 
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Francis Calls Benedict XVI...
When, on the sixth day of the account 

in Genesis, man is created, God gives the 
human being autonomy, an autonomy 
that is different to that of nature, which 
is freedom.

When God tells man to name every-
thing and to go ahead through history, 
Francis continued, this makes man re-
sponsible for creation, so that he might 
dominate it in order to develop it until 
the end of time.

For this reason, the scientist, and 

above all the Christian scientist, must 
adopt the approach of posing questions 
regarding the future of humanity and of 
the earth, and, of being free and respon-
sible, helping to prepare it and preserve 
it, to eliminate risks to the environment 
of both a natural and human nature.

Yet, simultaneously, the scientist must 
be motivated by the confidence that na-
ture hides, in her evolutionary mech-
anisms, potentialities for intelligence 
and freedom to discover and realize, to 

achieve the development that is in the 
plan of the Creator.

HOPE AND WARNING

So, while limited, the action of hu-
manity is part of God’s power and is 
able to build a world suited to his dual 
corporal and spiritual life, one which 
is for “all human beings,” not for an 
exclusive group or class of privileged 
persons.

“This hope and trust in God, the Cre-
ator of nature, and in the capacity of the 
human spirit,” the Holy Father conclud-
ed, “can offer the researcher a new ener-
gy and profound serenity.”

Yet, he warned, “It is also true that 
the action of humanity – when free-
dom becomes autonomy – which is 
not freedom, but autonomy – destroys 
creation and man takes the place of 
the Creator. And this is the grave sin 
against God the Creator.” 

SURVEY IN BURKINA FASO

ANNE MORSE AND STEVEN MOSHER
Population Research Institute

African Women Turning 
to Natural Family Planning

It seemed like your typical family plan-
ning conference: it was sponsored by 
the US Agency for International Devel-
opment (USAID) and the World Health 
Organization’s Department of Repro-
ductive Health and Research. It had the 
typical title: “Is access enough? Under-
standing and addressing unmet need 
for Family Planning.” It even seemed to 
have the usual group of presenters ready 
with their cherry-picked findings to lob-
by for even more money to be spent on 
the contraception and sterilization of Af-
rican women.

But, this time, in the small town 
of Nanyuki, Kenya, which sits right 
on the Equator, something different 
happened.

Three researchers—one from Ge-
neva, one from Paris, and one from 
Burkina Faso—presented a paper which 
called into question several of the basic 
premises of the population controllers. 
They found that natural family planning 
methods not only work well, but that 
they are successfully used by large num-
bers of women. They also found that, 
because previous surveys completely ig-
nored NFP, the so-called “unmet need 
for contraception” has been grossly 
overestimated.

The researchers came to their re-
markable conclusions in the course of a 
study conducted in Ouagadougou, the 
capital city of the West-African country 
of Burkina Faso, and published in the 
journal Studies in Family Planning this 
June.

They took a novel approach: Instead 
of simply using the standard health 

questionnaire that ignores NFP, they 
decided that their survey would in-
clude questions to the women about 
their use of natural methods of family 
planning. 

They found that surprisingly large 
numbers of women used NFP. Of the 
women surveyed, almost 25% reported 
that they used a natural method for fam-
ily planning. That is to say, the previous 
health surveys carried out by USAID and 
other population control-minded orga-
nizations had completely ignored that 
fact that one-quarter of the women were 
using some form of NFP.

Because of this error—which some 
would call deliberate—the previous 
health surveys have been way off the 
mark. They record that only 35% of 
Burkina Faso women used artificial con-
traception and wrongly conclude from 
this that the other 65% have an “unmet 
need” to be put on the pill, injected with 
Depo Provera, or sterilized.

The new study shows that 1 in 4 
women in Burkina Faso cannot pos-
sibly have an “unmet need for family 
planning”, since their “needs” are al-
ready being met by the use of a safe, 

effective, healthy and free natural 
method. The authors conclude that 
past surveys have overestimated the 
“unmet need for contraception” by a 
whopping 25%.

All this is to say that the population 
controllers hold natural methods of 
family planning in such disdain that they 
wrongly view the 25% of women who use 
NFP as deluded.

As for the other 40%, it is by no 
means certain that they are eagerly 
lining up to be contracepted or ster-
ilized either. USAID’s “experts” also 
cite Burkina Faso’s high birth rate as 
evidence that—regardless of what the 
women themselves say—they obviously 
have an enormous “unmet need” to be 
contracepted and sterilized. Accord-
ing to the Demographic and Health 
Surveys (DHS) carried out by USAID, 
the average woman in Burkina Faso 
gives birth to 6 children over her life-
time. Because this is slightly more than 
their average desired fertility of 5.2 
children, the population controllers 
conclude that the average woman in 
Burkina Faso is having more children 
than she wants.  

But it doesn’t take a Ph.D. in de-
mography to figure out why Burki-
na Faso women are having children. 
Child mortality rates are so high that 
the probability of having 5 children 
who all live until their 5th birthday 
is only 50%.  And just 25 years ago, 
when women who are now ending 
their reproductive lives were in their 
early twenties and just starting to have 
children, the probability of having 5 
children who all survive until their 
5th birthday was less than 30%. Sim-
ply put, the women of Burkina Faso 
are giving birth to more children than 

they say they want because so many of 
their children die. Having an “extra” 
child or two is insurance. It’s the only 
way they can ensure that they reach 
their desired family size.

At the end of the day, population 
controllers really don’t care what the 
women of Africa want. Instead, they 
are determined to dictate to them 
what their fertility will be regardless. 
And it’s no wonder that they exagger-
ate “unmet need,” since this number is 
one of the principal justifications for 
USAID’s billion-dollar population con-
trol budget. “Look at how many hun-
dreds of millions of women have a cry-
ing need for more contraceptives,” its 
lobbyists tell Congress. “We need more 
money.”

The authors of the new study suggest 
what we at PRI have been saying for 
years, namely, that future surveys must 
ask questions to accurately include the 
large proportion of women who use nat-
ural methods, and that health clinics ac-
tively promote natural fertility awareness 
methods.

The current surveys that miscatego-
rize a quarter of the women serve the 
purposes of the population controllers 
and the pill manufacturers, not the 
women themselves.

The author’s also concluded that 
women aren’t refusing hormonal con-
traception because of “problems of ac-
cess”, but because of “dislike for modern 
methods [of contraception].”

If you’ve ever wondered why USAID 
insists on shipping container loads of 
contraceptives to places like Burkina 
Faso, where they rot in warehouses and 
gather dust on the shelves of family plan-
ning clinics until they are thrown away, 
well, now you know. 
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MACAU RICCI INSTITUTE REVIVES INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUMS

True Embodiment
TERESA LO
chifan103@gmail.com

PEDRO DANIEL OLIVEIRA
pedrodanielhk@hotmail.com

Jesuits and Protestants in 2016
 

Father Artur Wardega, SJ, director of 
Macau Ricci Institute (MRI), told O 
CLARIM that efforts are being made 
to resume on a regular basis the inter-
national symposiums organized by the 
entity he leads.

After the event that dwelt on the re-
pression, survival and restoration of the 
Jesuit missions worldwide, which took 
place from October 28 until October 30 
at the Handover Gifts Museum of Ma-
cao, he confirmed that MRI is going to 
organize another international sympo-
sium, named “Encounters between Jesu-
its and Protestants in Asia,” to be held 
from November 9th to 11th of 2016.

“The discussion will be about how 
the local Jesuits dealt with Protestants 
in Macau and in the Southeast Asian 
region after their second arrival in the 
coastal of China, from 1842, together 
with the Western powers, such as Great 
Britain, France and the United States, 
among others,” said the director of 

MRI on the 2016 edition.
The event that will be organized in 

partnership with Boston College (Massa-
chusetts) is going to take place about a 
year before the 500th anniversary of the 
Protestant Reformation. Father Artur 
Wardęga also stressed that the periodic-

ity of the MRI international symposiums 
will depend on events that are somehow 
related to the Jesuits.

Meanwhile, the institution will hold 
on the 10th  November the seminar 
“Count Maurice August Benyowsky in 
Macau (1771),” by Edward Kajdañski. 

The event will be divided into three 
parts: the lecture; the reception of the 
map of Count Maurice Benyowsky’s sea 
itinerary by Chan Ieng Hin, director of 
the Macau Museum; and the presenta-
tion of various publications on Count 
Benyowsky.

The unforgettable journey in the sea 
began after he was sent into exile to Ka-
mchatka, by personal decree of Russian 
czarina Catherine II. He managed to 
put under his control a great number of 
exiles and sailors. A successful plot was 
carried out and after they overtook Bol-
sheretsk, the main city of the peninsula, 
the Russian ship “Sts. Peter and Paul” 
was captured. 

Having no options left, they sailed 
through the unknown regions of the 
Bering Sea and Northern Pacific down 
to Taiwan Strait, to Macau (where they 
stayed for four months) and to Canton, 
from where they travelled to France, 
their last destination. This incredible 
voyage was described by  Count Mau-
rice Benyowsky in his  Journal, which is 
a part of his Memoirs and Travels pub-
lished in 1790. 

	
November 15th is the Feast Day of Bless-
ed Mary of the Passion, the Foundress of 
Franciscan Missionary of Mary.  Formal 
celebrations in school have begun since 
2010.  Having responded to the call of 
God, Blessed Mary of the Passion over-
came all obstacles with her absolute trust 
and love in God, set up FMM, a universal 
congregation with the mission to follow 
Mary and St. Francis, upheld the beauty 
of fraternal living and lived humbly in 
the footsteps of the Crucified Christ.  

The Foundress is an extraordinary 
woman whose ideals, spirituality and life 
history have attracted over 8000 sisters 
to join the mission at its peak. I highly 
admire her nobility, her determination 
and her love for Christ and for her com-
munity.  Just because of her richness and 
complexity in the review of her biogra-
phy, I found it extraordinarily difficult, 
in my own limitations, to bring out the 
essence of the Foundress’ spirituality in 
each of the celebrations. 

When I was at my wit’s end, I prayed.  
I believe the saints are so close to God 
that they are more than willing to in-
tercede for these poor souls like me.  I 

“talked” to the Foundress, and the other 
two saints she revered, begging for guid-
ance and inspirations so that whatever 
I put in the program could benefit the 
students and teachers.  

They did intercede for this confound-
ed me, together with the Holy Spirit,  
hinting to me where I should start and 
how to proceed. Then, I followed the 
inspiration and began to locate the best 
guest speakers to come and share the 
message.  

Sr. Florence Leung took the lead in 
2010 by sharing her missionary life in  
war-afflicted areas in Africa, followed by 

Sr. Magdalene Law, the then-school su-
pervisor in 2011, who elaborated how a 
missionary found the goodness of God 
in service.  In 2012, Sr. Victoria Lau fas-
cinated the whole assembly with a full 
review of the Foundress’ life, mission 
and implications to us.  Her most heart-
felt sharing on the seven FMM martyrs 
in China challenged us to think what we 
could do as contemporary Catholics and 
women in the 21st century.  Other items 
-- singing, praying and preparing the Ad-
oration of the Eucharist -- were also car-
ried out in love and joy by Sr. Judith, Sr. 
Fatima, Sr. Janina and Sr. Olivia. 

These FMM missionaries are likened 
to the “mustard seed” being planted in 
the garden by God.  “When it was fully 
grown, it became a large bush and ‘the 
birds of the sky dwelt in its branches’ “ 
(Luke 13:19). For the past 80 years, the 
sisters came to Macau at different times 
in the path of history to serve the Macau 
students, the parents and the teaching 
staff and to manifest the goodness of 
God through their true embodiment of 
the FMM spirit, initiated and practiced 
by the Foundress.  

The FMM community seeks to preach 
as well as to focus on the interior life 
with Christ in the presence of the Adora-
tion of the Eucharist.  They are Martha 

and Mary merged into one.   
The impact of their service can in-

deed be felt palpably and unconscious-
ly in us and in anyone who might have 
encountered them in other parts of the 
society.  The students and teachers may 
not have understood the life history 
of the Foundress, but they could smell 
in their day-to-day interaction the fra-
grance of the FMM spirit in each mis-
sionary serving in school.  

Back in 2010, we arranged a time for 
the Adoration of the Eucharist in the Re-
ligion Room once a week, then last year 
the holy hour with Jesus was moved to 
the chapel.  The area was bigger, but stu-
dents were scarce.  

Is praying so difficult?  Or should I 
say, are we supposed to pray even more 
because life is difficult?  Are we presum-
ing that praying is no longer import-
ant in comparison to studies and other 
achievements?  

“My end is Love,” says Blessed Mary of 
Passion.  Whether the school can fulfill 
the Dream of St. Francis and exude the 
fragrance of Blessed Mary of the Passion 
relies much on our incessant prayer, our 
thanksgiving, our perseverance and our 
love for God.   

Transformation will take place, just as 
the way the Eucharist transforms us. 
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AT THE CATHEDRAL

“As Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, we too might 
walk in newness of life” - Romans 6:4.

On 2nd of November, Sunday, the Sé 
Cathedral of Macau celebrated All Souls’ 
Day. The Mass was celebrated in Latin, 
which is the liturgical language of the 
Roman Catholic Church. The celebra-
tion began at 3:30 pm. The main cele-
brant was Rev. Fr. Joao Evangelista Lau, 
along with Rev. Fr. Domingos Soares, as 
concelebrant. The Choir was composed 
of alumni of St Joseph’s Seminary who 
rendered polyphonic songs composed 
by Michael Haller (1840-1915) and a 
piece from Andrew Lloyd Webber.

 While the dead are often associated 
with spooky ghosts and scary polter-
geists, at this time of the year the Cath-
olic Church instead celebrates the Feast 
of All Saints (the Church in heaven) and 
commemorates all Souls (the Church 
in purgatory). It is a time to reflect on 
those who have passed from this life to 
the eternal life in Christ. So what is pur-
gatory? And how can we (living beings) 
help the souls being purified in purgato-
ry? The Compendium of the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church, point 210 says, 
“Purgatory is the state of those who die 
in God’s friendship, assured of their 
eternal salvation, but who still have need 
of purification to enter into the happi-
ness of heaven.” Point 211 adds, “Be-
cause of the communion of saints, the 
faithful who are still pilgrims on earth 
are able to help the souls in purgatory 
by offering prayers in suffrage for them, 
especially the Eucharistic sacrifice. They 
also help them by almsgiving, indulgenc-

Commemoration of All the Faithful 
Departed celebrated in Latin

es, and works of penance”. 
 However, in our daily lives, we often 

fall short of the life we received in Bap-
tism. While tasting the new life of Christ, 
we act out of our old nature and give in 
to temptation and sin. This is why All 
Souls Day is so important. It reminds 
us that God, knowing the weakness and 
frailty of our human nature, has made a 
way for us to enter his holy presence per-
fectly cleansed and acceptable to him. 
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NOVEMBER 9, 2014 – FEAST OF THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA

Ezk 47:1-2,8-9,12; 1 Cor 3:9c-
11,16-17; Jn 2:13-22

“Today the liturgy celebrates 
the dedication of the Lateran 
Basilica, called ‘mother and 
head of all the churches of the 
city and the world.’ In fact, this 
basilica was the first to be built 
after Emperor Constantine’s 
edict, in 313, granted Chris-
tians freedom to practice their 
religion.

“Initially the observance of this 
feast was confined to the city of 
Rome; then, beginning in 1565, 
it was extended to all the Church-
es of the Roman rite. The honor-
ing of this sacred edifice was a 
way of expressing love and ven-
eration for the Roman Church, 

which, as St. Ignatius of Antioch 
says, ‘presides in charity’ over the 
whole Catholic communion.

“By making the dedication of 
the papal church a feast through-
out the world, the Church intends 
to stress Catholic unity without 
detracting from the glories of 
lesser churches. Other churches 
also have feasts, and each diocese 
celebrates the anniversary of its 
cathedral’s dedication. But today, 
all churches everywhere, even 
bare rooms in poor towns, or 
huts in tropical missionary lands, 
align themselves in prayer with 
the Church’s church. Now, basil-
ica means ‘house of a king,’ and 
you will recall that Pilate styled 
Jesus ‘King of the Jews’ in mock-
ery. Today the Lateran basilica is 

home of the King of Kings, and 
occasions a feast of praise. But the 
feast’s special significance is that 
the Vicar of Christ the King main-
tains this church as his cathedral.

“Dear friends, today’s feast 
celebrates a mystery that is al-
ways relevant: God’s desire to 
build a spiritual temple in the 
world, a community that wor-
ships him in spirit and truth 
(cf. John 4:23-24). But this 
observance also reminds us of 
the importance of the materi-
al buildings in which the com-
munity gathers to celebrate 
the praises of God. Every com-
munity therefore has the duty 
to take special care of its own 
sacred buildings, which are a 
precious religious and histori-

The Temple of Stones is a Symbol of the Living Church
cal patrimony. For this we call 
upon the intercession of Mary 
Most Holy, that she help us to 
become, like her, the ‘house 
of God,’ living temple of his 

love.” (Benedict XVI, Angelus 
Address, November 9, 2008) 

Fr. Fernando Torres, CMF

CLARETIAN PUBLICATIONS
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FREEDOM BOOSTER 

REV. JOSÉ MARIO O. MANDÍA
jmomandia@gmail.com

It’s an inside job
Imagine that the richest man 
in the country told you that 
he wanted you to be part of 
his family. From now on – just 
because he wants to – you will 
start enjoying all the privileges 
that his family has. You can trav-
el in his family’s private jets or 
at least always travel first class 
to any point on earth, you can 
go sailing in one of the family 
yachts anytime you wish, stay in 
any of the family’s luxury hotels 
or resorts, use his family’s credit 
card, and so on. Wouldn’t you 
consider yourself lucky?

Well, if you have been bap-
tized, you are even luckier 
than that, because the one 
who has invited you to be part 
of his family not only owns a 
group of companies. He owns 
the world. He actually owns 
the whole universe! Baptism 
makes us adopted children, 
part of God’s family, and a 
future heir to all that he rules 
and possesses. Incredible! To 
make that happen, God gives 
us grace – “sanctifying grace”. 

If we are part of such a fami-
ly, we also have to be educated 
and trained to be part of that 
family. The model, of course, 
is the only natural Son, Jesus 
Christ. We are to learn from 
him how to be children of the 
Father. Moreover, God gives us 
what are called “actual graces” 
to assist us in this task. The Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church 
(no. 1996) says that “Grace is 
favor, the free and undeserved 
help that God gives us to re-
spond to his call to become 
children of God, adoptive 
sons, partakers of the divine 
nature and of eternal life.” In 
fact, even before we respond 
to his invitation to be part of 
his family, he has already given 
us actual graces. He is always 
calling us and assisting us. But 
first let us clarify what actual 
grace really is.

Many people think grace 
is something that can be felt, 
something that makes them 
shed tears or have goose pim-
ples. However, the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church (no. 
2005) tells us: “Since it be-
longs to the supernatural or-
der, grace escapes our expe-

rience and cannot be known 
except by faith. We cannot 
therefore rely on our feelings 
or our works to conclude that 
we are justified and saved.” 
The Catechism then uses a lit-
tle story to explain this point. 
“A pleasing illustration of this 
attitude is found in the reply 
of St. Joan of Arc to a question 
posed as a trap by her eccle-
siastical judges: ‘Asked if she 
knew that she was in God’s 
grace, she replied: “If I am 
not, may it please God to put 
me in it; if I am, may it please 
God to keep me there.”’”

If grace is not something 
felt, if it is not something that 
gives me a kind of emotional 
high, then what is it? In what 
way does it help?

When we spoke about free-
dom, we recalled the teaching 
of the Catechism of the Catho-
lic Church (no. 1731) that it is 
a power “rooted in reason and 
will”. God always respects this 
freedom, respects our reason 
and our will. Thus, when God 
acts to assist us, what he does 
is to assist both our reason 
and our will. He gives light to 
our mind so that we can think 
clearly, and strengthens our 
will so that even if the choice 
is a difficult one we are not 
fazed by the obstacles. Actual 
grace is light and strength. It’s 
what you would call “an inside 
job”. It works so gently that we 
hardly notice its presence This 
is why it so often happens that 
when we do something good, 
we congratulate ourselves and 
think: “Oh, how good I am! 
God, I thank you that I am 
not like other men, corrupt, 
unjust, adulterers…” Ooops. 
Doesn’t that sound familiar? 
See Luke 18:11 on what Jesus 

has to say. Consider this other 
prayer: “he has regarded the 
low estate of his handmaid-
en. For behold, henceforth 
all generations will call me 
blessed; for he who is mighty 
has done great things for me, 
and holy is his name.” (Luke 
1:48-49) Little do we realize 
that most of the good acts we 
do could not have been done 
without God’s light and God’s 
strength. It is our decision, 
yes. They are acts done “with 
the glorious freedom of the 
children of God” as St Paul 
says (Romans 8:21) but with 
heaps of heavenly assistance.

This is why Saint Paul said, 
“By the grace of God I am 
what I am, and his grace to-
ward me was not in vain. On 
the contrary, I worked hard-
er than any of them, though 
it was not I, but the grace of 
God which is with me.” (I 
Corinthians 15:10) 

One might ask: is grace irre-
sistible? Not really. God knocks 
at the door of my heart, and it 
is up to me to open the door, 
to make use of the help he 
gives. I am always free. In fact, I 
can resist simply by not praying 
or receiving the Sacraments -- 
both are channels of grace. If 
I don’t want to be bothered by 
God, the only thing I have to 
do is shy away from them. I can 
always busy myself with oth-
er things and ignore the One 
who waits patiently. “Behold, I 
stand at the door and knock; 
if any one hears my voice and 
opens the door, I will come in 
to him and eat with him, and 
he with me. He who conquers, 
I will grant him to sit with me 
on my throne, as I myself con-
quered and sat down with my 
Father on his throne. He who 

has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the church-
es.’” (Revelation 3:20-22)

Sometimes we don’t re-
spond because we are afraid. 
We fear that he might ask too 
much and we will be left with 
nothing. Saint John Paul II 
knew about this fear. This is 
why he said in his first homily 
as Pope on 22 October 1978, 
“Brothers and sisters, do not 
be afraid to welcome Christ 
and accept his power. Help the 
Pope and all those who wish to 
serve Christ and with Christ’s 
power to serve the human per-
son and the whole of mankind. 
Do not be afraid. Open wide 
the doors for Christ. To his 
saving power open the bound-
aries of States, economic and 
political systems, the vast fields 
of culture, civilization and de-
velopment. Do not be afraid. 
Christ knows “what is in man”. 
He alone knows it.

“So often today man does 
not know what is within him, 
in the depths of his mind and 
heart. So often he is uncertain 
about the meaning of his life 
on this earth. He is assailed by 
doubt, a doubt which turns 
into despair. We ask you there-
fore, we beg you with humility 
and trust, let Christ speak to 
man. He alone has words of 
life, yes, of eternal life.”

Once we discover the beauty 
of the spiritual life, once we re-
alize how good it is to respond 
to God’s grace, we will realize 
how much we have missed. 
Thus, Saint Augustine prayed, 
“Late have I loved you, O Beau-
ty ever ancient, ever new, late 
have I loved you!  You were 
within me, but I was outside, 
and it was there that I searched 
for you.  In my unloveliness I 
plunged into the lovely things 
which you created.  You were 
with me, but I was not with you.  
Created things kept me from 
you; yet if they had not been in 
you they would not have been 
at all.  You called, you shout-
ed, and you broke through 
my deafness.  You flashed, you 
shone, and you dispelled my 
blindness.  You breathed your 
fragrance on me; I drew in 
breath and now I pant for you.  
I have tasted you, now I hun-
ger and thirst for more.  You 
touched me, and I burned for 
your peace.” 
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