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COMPLEMENTARITY BETWEEN MAN AND WOMAN

On November 17, Pope Francis will 
open an international colloquium enti-
tled “The Complementarity of Man and 
Woman.” The conference comes in the 
heels of the Extraordinary Synod on the 
Family. According to the conference 
website, the colloquium aims “to exam-
ine and propose anew the beauty of the 
relationship between the man and the 
woman, in order to support and rein-
vigorate marriage and family life for the 
flourishing of human society.”

The colloquium will run from Novem-
ber 17 to 19, and is hosted by the Congre-
gation for the Doctrine of the Faith, in 
cooperation with the Pontifical Council 
for the Family, the Pontifical Council for 
Interreligious Dialogue, and the Pontifi-
cal Council for Promoting Christian Uni-
ty. It is a global, interreligious meeting 
featuring around 30 representatives from 
14 religious traditions and 23 countries. 

The conference website says that the 
speakers “will draw from the wisdom of 
their religious tradition and cultural ex-

perience as they attest to the power and 
vitality of the complementary union of 
man and woman. It is hoped that the 
colloquium be a catalyst for creative lan-
guage and projects, as well as for global 
solidarity, in the work of strengthening 
the nuptial relationship, both for the 
good of the spouses themselves and for 
the good of all who depend upon them.”

The conference organizers have pro-
duced a series of four videos on the top-
ics that the colloquium will tackle. The 
titles of the 15-minute videos are: “The 
Destiny of Humanity: On the Mean-
ing of Marriage,” “The Cradle of Life 
and Love: A Mother and Father for the 
World’s Children,” “A Hidden Sweet-
ness: The Power of Marriage Against 
Hardship,” and “Marriage, Culture and 
Civil Society.”

In an interview with Brandon Vogt, Dr 
Helen Alvaré, spokesperson for the col-
loquium, explained, “Complementarity 
is men’s and women’s equality plus their 
differences. It’s a reciprocity whereby 

man and woman depend on each other. 
Those special differences work together 
in harmony for the good of them both, 
for the good of new life, and for the 
good of their communities.”

Dr Alvaré added that inviting speak-
ers from across the religious spectrum 
shows two things: “First, marriage is a 
natural institution with significance in 
every religion and culture of the world. 
Second, there is insight, practical wis-
dom, valuable charisms, and lived ex-
periences within these cultures and reli-
gions that can be brought to bear on the 
problems concerning marriage today—
across religious and cultural divisions.”

Heads of the cooperating Vatican of-
fices will open the sessions. These will 
be followed by the presentations and 
witness testimonies of leading religious 
figures and scholars.

The colloquy website is http://www.
humanum.it. It contains information 
about the agenda, the presenters, the 
films, and media credentialing. 
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25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FALL OF THE BERLIN WALL

32 NEW DEACONS, FROM 14 COUNTRIES

(AsiaNews) -Saint Pope John 
Paul II had a “leading role” in 
bringing down the Berlin Wall, 
said Pope Francis after praying 
the Angelus with pilgrims in St. 
Peter’s Square on the day the 
world celebrates the 25th anni-
versary of its fall, to a lengthy ap-
plause form pilgrims at the men-
tion of the Polis Popes name.

“For a long time - explained 
the Pope - [the Wall] cut the city 
in two and was a symbol of the 
ideological division of Europe 
and the whole world. The fall 
came suddenly, but it was made 
possible thanks to the long and 
arduous commitment of many 
people who fought, prayed and 
suffered for this, some even with 
the sacrifice of their own lives.”

“Let us pray - he added - so 
that, with the Lord’s help and the  
cooperation of all men of good 
will, a culture of encounter will 
continue to spread, capable of 
bringing down all the walls that 
still divide the world, and so that 
no longer will innocent people 
be persecuted and even killed 
because of their beliefs and their 
religion. Where there’s a wall 
there is closure of hearts. We 
need bridges, not walls.”

Francis also mentioned the 
Italian Thanksgiving Day, which 
is celebrated today, entitled 
“Feeding the planet. Energy for 
life,” referring to the now near 

(Opus Dei Information Office) 
- On Saturday November 8, 
Bishop Javier Echevarría, Prel-
ate of Opus Dei, ordained 32 
new deacons in St Eugene’s Ba-
silica in Rome.

The deacons, who will be or-
dained priests in six months’ 

time, come from 14 countries: 
Spain, Poland, Ecuador, United 
States, Nigeria, Mexico, Taiwan, 
Kenya, Brazil, Guatemala, Co-
lombia, Austria and Argentina. 
They are lay faithful of Opus 
Dei who have spent some years 
working professionally. They 

have also finished the required 
studies of Philosophy and The-
ology. The ordination config-
ures them with Christ and em-
powers them to act in his name.

The oldest of the future 
priests is the Brazilian Paulo Ori-
ente, 52 years old, who has spent 

Opus Dei Prelate presides 
over ordination in Rome

many years as a law professor in 
São Paulo, Brazil. The youngest 

is James Mwara Njunge from 
Kenya, who is 28. 

Milan Expo 2015, which has the 
same theme.

“I join the bishops - said the 
Pope - in expressing a renewed 
commitment so that no one lacks 
their daily bread, which God gives 
to everyone. I am close to the 

world of agriculture, and encour-
age you to cultivate the land in a 
sustainable and inclusive way.”

Before the Marian prayer, 
the Pope paused to comment 
on today’s feast, the Dedica-
tion of the Lateran Basilica, 

the cathedral of Rome, the first 
church built in the world, af-
ter the edict of Constantine in 
313, and for this defined as the 
“Mother of all the churches in 
the city and the world.”

“Every time we celebrate the 
dedication of a church - he said 
- we are reminded of an essential 
truth: the material temple made 
of bricks is a sign of the Church 
alive and active in history, that 
of the ‘spiritual temple’, as the 
Apostle Peter says, of which 
Christ himself is “the living 
stone, rejected by men but cho-
sen and precious in the sight of 
God” (1 Peter 2.4 to 8). By virtue 
of Baptism, every Christian, as 
St. Paul reminds us, is part of the 
building of God (1 Cor 3.9).”

“The spiritual home, the 
church community of men sanc-
tified by the blood of Christ and 
by the Spirit of the Risen Lord 
asks each of us to be consistent 
with the gift of faith and under-
take a journey of Christian wit-
ness.” Moving from his prepared 
script the Pope added: “It’s not 
easy [to live this consistency], 
but we have to move forward 
and make sure our everyday life 
is coherent to this. We are not 
Christian because of what we say, 
but for what we do.  It is grace 
which we ask the Holy Spirit.”

“The Church - he continued - 
at the origins of its life and mis-

sion in the world, was simply a 
community formed to profess 
faith in Jesus Christ, Son of God 
and Redeemer of mankind, 
a faith that works through of 
charity. Charity is the very ex-
pression of faith and faith is the 
explanation of Charity.”

“Even today, the Church is 
called to be community, rooted 
in Christ through Baptism, to 
profess faith in Him with humil-
ity and courage, bearing witness 
to charity. Its institutional ele-
ments, structures and pastoral 
organizations must be ordered 
to this very purpose.”

“Today’s feast - he conclud-
ed - invites us to reflect on the 
communion of all the Church-
es; by analogy it encourages us 
to strive so that mankind can 
overcome barriers of hostili-
ty and indifference, to build 
bridges of understanding and 
dialogue, to make the world a 
whole family of peoples recon-
ciled with each other, and fra-
ternal in solidarity. In this new 
humanity, the Church itself is 
a sign and anticipation, when 
it lives and spreads the Gospel 
message of hope and recon-
ciliation for all people with its 
witness. Let us invoke the inter-
cession of Mary Most Holy, to 
help us to become, like her, ‘the 
house of God,’ living temple of 
His love.” 

“We need bridges, not walls”
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HOLY FATHER CALLS FOR FAIRNESS AND ACCESSIBILITY

CONFIDENCE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT

(Vatican Radio) In a meeting on Thurs-
day, November 6, with a delegation from 
the World Evangelical Alliance, Pope 
Francis expressed his confidence that 
the Holy Spirit “can inaugurate a new 
stage in the relations between Catholics 
and Evangelicals—a stage that allows us 
to realize more fully the will of the Lord 
to bring the Gospel even to the furthest 
ends of the earth.”

Pope Francis spoke about the Sac-
rament of Baptism as “an inestimable 
divine gift” that all Christians have in 
common. “The Sacrament of Baptism 

(Vatican Radio) Pope Francis 
on Wednesday spoke about the 
importance of fairness and ac-
cessibility in the proceedings of 
Church Tribunals trying to adju-
dicate the validity of marriages.  

He made his remarks before 
his General Audience, when he 
briefly greeted participants of a 
course offered by the Tribunal of 
the Roman Rota on “Instructing 
a Case for the Dispensation of a 
Marriage ‘Super rato et non con-
sumato’”  -valid, but unconsum-
mated marriages - which can be 
dissolved under certain condi-
tions according to Church law.

“In the Extraordinary Synod 
[on the Family], there was talk 
about procedures, processes, 
and there was a preoccupation 
for streamlining the proce-
dures, in the interest of Justice,” 
Pope Francis said. “Justice: For 
decisions must be just, and be-
cause there must be justice for 
the people who are waiting.”

He also spoke about the 
Commission  for the study of 
the reform of the matrimonial 
processes in canon law, which 
was announced in September, 
which he said is designed to 
hope streamline the process: “A 
path of justice, and also chari-
ty, because there are so many 

reminds us of a fundamental and very 
consoling truth: that the Lord always 
goes before us with His love and His 
grace… The reign of God always pre-
cedes us, as does the mystery of the unity 
of the Church.”

The Holy Father frankly acknowl-

edged the presence of divisions among 
Christians “from the beginning,” and 
noted that “rivalries and conflicts” 
continue between Christian communi-
ties. “Such situations,” he said, “weak-
en our capacity to fulfill the command 
of the Lord to preach the Gospel to 
all nations.” Christians would be able 
to better proclaim the Gospel if they 
could overcome their differences so 
that, together, they might spread the 
Word of God and witness to Christian 
charity.

Pope Francis said he was pleased to 

learn of efforts in various countries to 
build better relations between Cath-
olic and Evangelicals. He pointed es-
pecially to the work of the Pontifical 
Council for Promoting Christian Uni-
ty and the Theological Commission of 
the World Evangelical Alliance. The 
Holy Father also expressed his hope 
that a joint document, “Christian Wit-
ness in a Multi-Religious World: Rec-
ommendations for Conduct” might 
“become a motive of inspiration for 
the proclamation of the Gospel in 
multi-religious contexts. 

Pope Francis: A new stage in relations 
between Catholics and Evangelicals

people who need a word from 
the Church about the marriage 
situation – be it a yes or a no – 
because this is just.”

He said some processes are 
“so long and so weighty” that 

people become “discouraged” 
and leave.

He then provided an example.
“The inter-Diocesan Tribunal 

of Buenos Aires had – I do not 
remember, but I believe –15 dio-

ceses in the first instance. I think 
the furthest was 240 kilometers 
away! …It is impossible to imag-
ine that ordinary people…can 
go to the Tribunal: They would 
need to go on a trip, missing 

days of work, and there is also 
the cost…so many things…
They say: ‘God understands me, 
and I go on like this, with this 
weight on my soul.’ And Mother 
Church must judge and say ‘Yes, 
it is true, your marriage is null’ 
or ‘No, your marriage is valid’. 
But [she must] make a judg-
ment and tell them, so that it is 
possible to go forward without 
this doubt, this darkness in the 
soul,” said the Holy Father.

Pope Francis also warned 
about treating the Church’s an-
nulment process like a business, 
again providing an example.

“There have been public scan-
dals,” the Pope said. “I had to 
dismiss a person from a Tribunal 
some time ago, who said ‘Give 
me $10,000 and I’ll take care of 
both processes:  the civil and the 
ecclesiastical’. Please, not this!”

He said the Synod also had 
proposals about the costs of the 
process, adding “when you at-
tach economic interests to spir-
itual interests, it is not of God.”

He concluded by reminding 
the students to always look to 
the “salus animarum” [the sal-
vation of souls], adding this is 
not necessarily found outside 
of justice, but “indeed, with 
justice.” 

Pope Francis: Church Tribunals 
must serve justice in marriage cases
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‘Festa Barocca’ 
held in Santa Rosa 
de Lima School

Luca Marconato playing the Lute

On the 6th of November, Thursday, 
Santa Rosa de Lima School, organized 
‘Festa Barocca’ a concert  involving 
teachers, students and a guest musician 
‘Luca Marconato’ who is an interna-
tionally known lute player. Musicians in 
Santa Rosa de Lima English Secondary 
school and Our Lady of Fatima Girls’ 
School joined him for a special concert 
featuring Baroque music compositions.

It was a rare opportunity to hear a so 
uncommon musical instrument and it 
was great occasion for all to enjoy the 
beauty of Baroque music. Professor Au-
relio Porfiri, Director of Choral Activi-
ties in Santa Rosa de Lima English Sec-
ondary School, earlier had commented 
saying, “It is a great pleasure to share 
so beautiful musical compositions of 
my own Italian tradition with local peo-
ple in Macau, I really hope that it will 
be for all a new and refreshing experi-
ence”. 

Rightly so it was a marvelous con-
cert. The students had been preparing 
for it for the last two months. Profes-
sor Profiri was extremely proud of his 
students. At the end of it he made a 
small speech telling the audience that 
it was hard for the students to put such 
a performance, especially because 
they had to learn to sing in Latin and 
Italian, which is not their language. 
One of the songs they sang is a 13th 
century hymn called ‘Stabat Mater’ 
performed by one of the teachers, Ms. 
Dian Paramita, in Latin. The hymn 
describes the Sorrows of the Blessed 

Virgin at the foot of the Cross.  
On the other hand, to accompa-

ny the beautiful singing, Professor 
Porfiri played the Harpsichord and 
Organ, Leong Chon Hang played 
the Cello and guest performer Luca 
Marconato played the Theorbo and 
Baroque Guitar.  “This performance 
with the students was really interest-
ing for me, because from Italy to Chi-
na is a beautiful experience to try new 
traditions and culture. They (people 
of Macau) were so kind, so beautiful 
with me and I love so much this expe-
rience,” said Luca Marconato when 
asked what he felt about the program 
and his experience in Macau. “About 
this program we made barrocc music, 
particularly Italian music. We have 
been preparing for about two weeks 
with rehearsals and practicing with 
the group, each one had about 3 to 
4 days of rehearsals and we played in 
Santa Rosa de Lima School. It was a 
big success, for me as well. I want to 
thank Macau for this experience”.

Marconato has established himself 
in the field of music, performing for 
major Italian and international festi-
vals. His concert career has led him 
to perform in major international mu-
sic festivals in countries like Austria, 
France and Germany etc. He has also 
recorded for many music labels. 

Santa Rosa de Lima School hopes to 
have many more concerts like these. 
After a successful concert like Festa 
Barrocca. 
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NOVEMBER 16, 2014 – 33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Prov 31:10-13, 19-20,30-31; 1 
Thes 5:1-6; Mt 25:14-30

Today’s gospel is shockingly 
harsh. If what Jesus is saying is 
that God is like the master of 
these servants, we might have to 
conclude that God is too stem a 
master, just as the masters of this 
world who want their money to 
multiply. Moreover, the master 
in the parable ends up firing 
this servant and taking away the 
little he had. Is this the just, lov-
ing, and kind Father that Jesus 
speaks so much about?

A parable is a story, and the 
important thing is not so much 
the details as the moral. Jesus 
is not speaking about God. He 
is not even explaining how the 
workers should carry out their 
duties. The message is different. 
The center of the parable is the 
capacity for risk that the workers 
show. When the master leaves, 
he doesn’t say he wants his mon-
ey doubled upon his return. He 
simply leaves them in charge of 
his goods. Only those who take 
risks and put the money to work 
really take care of the master’s 
wealth. There are echoes of 
some other words from the gos-
pel: “If anyone wants to save his 
life, he would lose it; but whoev-
er loses his life for my sake will 
find it” (Mt 16:25).

Life is the capital fund God 

Risk your life in order to win it

gives to each one of us with 
each new day. Interestingly, 
the only way to really enjoy life 
is to give it away, to place it at 
the service of others. It is only 
when life is risked that it grows 
and multiplies. Jesus says it is 
by losing life that we find a 

fuller and more meaningful 
life. The moral of the parable, 
no matter how hard we find it, 
is fulfilled. It is not God who 
passes on condemnation, how-
ever. We ourselves, when we 
try to keep our lives for our-
selves, lose out.

FOR REFLECTION
What people do we know—

famous or not—who spend 
their lives giving of themselves 
generously? 

When we meet people who 

need us, are we able to risk and give 
of ourselves? Or do we attempt to 
keep our lives for ourselves? 

Fr Fernando Torres, CMF

CLARETIAN PUBLICATIONS
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SATURDAY (Anticipated Mass)
5:30 PM – St Francis Xavier (Mong Ha)
6:30 PM – Our Lady of Mt. Carmel (Taipa)

SUNDAY
10:00 AM – St Francis Xavier (Coloane)
10:00 AM – Our Lady of Mt Carmel (Taipa)
11:15 AM – Salesian Institute
12:00 NN – Our Lady of Fatima
4:30 PM – St Augustine
5:30 PM – St Joseph the Worker
6:00 PM – Cathedral

TAGALOG MASS
10:30 AM – St Augustine

USEFUL TELEPHONES 
FOR FILIPINO MIGRANTS IN MACAU
Philippines Consulate – 2875-7111
Immigration Department – 2872-5488
Labor Department – 2840-0333
Police – 2857-3333
Emergency – 999
Enquiry - 181

MASS SCHEDULE IN MACAU

KEEPING THE END IN SIGHT

REV. JOSÉ MARIO O. MANDÍA
jmomandia@gmail.com

At the evening of our life

“What difference is there 
between having faith and not 
having one?” asked a university 
student who professed no reli-
gious belief.

“If one has faith, in particu-
lar the Catholic faith,” I told 
him, “he knows what happens 
after he dies (through the 
Creed). He knows that there 
are two possible outcomes: lim-
itless and endless satisfaction, 
or endless disappointment 
and frustration. Moreover, if 
he has faith, he knows that he 
has power to choose between 
the two outcomes, and he will 
be taught what he needs to do 
to achieve limitless and endless 
satisfaction (through the Com-
mandments). But that’s not all. 
He will be supplied the resourc-
es he needs to achieve that goal 
(the Sacraments and Prayer).”

Death is a puzzle for many, 
but all of us, you and I, have 
to face it sooner or later. Vati-
can II’s Gaudium et Spes (no. 
10) remarked that despite the 
rapid progress we find around 
us, we are still bothered by the 
same questions: “What is man? 
What is this sense of sorrow, of 
evil, of death, which continues 
to exist despite so much prog-
ress? What purpose have these 
victories purchased at so high 
a cost? … What follows this 
earthly life?” 

It continues, “Not only is man 
tormented by pain and by the ad-
vancing deterioration of his body, 
but even more so by a dread of 
perpetual extinction … the utter 
ruin and total disappearance of 
his own person. He rebels against 
death because he bears in him-
self an eternal seed which can-
not be reduced to sheer matter.” 
(Gaudium et Spes 18)

But the great thing about hav-
ing Faith is that death ceases to 
be a problem. For a non-believer, 
death is a full stop but for those 
with Faith, it is a comma. Jesus 
Christ has transformed it from 
a curse to a blessing. “When the 
perishable puts on the imper-
ishable, and the mortal puts on 
immortality, then shall come to 
pass the saying that is written: 
‘Death is swallowed up in victo-

ry.’ ‘O death, where is thy victo-
ry? O death, where is thy sting?’” 
(I Corinthians 15:54-55)

There are at least three 
lessons we can draw from a 
prayerful consideration of 
death. The first is that time has 
to be used well because life on 
earth passes away swiftly. Psalm 
90 (verses 5-6, 10, 12) says that 
man is like grass which sprouts 
in the morning but by evening 
“it fades and withers.” Further 
it says that the lifespan is sev-
enty years for most, and for the 
healthy, eighty years, “yet their 
span is but toil and trouble; 
they are soon gone, and we fly 
away.” So it concludes in verse 
12: “So teach us to number our 
days that we may get a heart of 
wisdom.” Teach us to number 
our days, teach us to know the 
value of each moment. We be-
come wise when we learn not 
to waste the precious time that 
God has entrusted to us. As 
Gandalf said in The Lord of 
the Rings, “All we have to de-
cide is what to do with the time 
that is given to us.” 

The second lesson is that even 
if God has made us masters of 
the material world, we ought to 
remember that he is the overall 
Master, he is the Lord of all. We 
may plan, we must plan, but all 
plans are subject to his approval. 
“Come now, you who say, ‘To-
day or tomorrow we will go into 
such and such a town and spend 

a year there and trade and get 
gain;’ whereas you do not know 
about tomorrow. What is your 
life? For you are a mist that ap-
pears for a little time and then 
vanishes. Instead you ought to 
say, ‘If the Lord wills, we shall 
live and we shall do this or that.’” 
(James 4:13-15) 

The third lesson is that we 
should not overburden our-
selves with so many superficial 
concerns and attachments in 
this world. When Saint John Paul 
II was elected Pope, he started 
writing his spiritual testament 
(his last will), where he stated, “I 
leave no possessions of which it 
will be necessary to dispose. As 
for the things I use every day, I 
ask that they be distributed as 
seems appropriate. Let my per-
sonal notes be burned.” That 
explains why he was able to love 
God and why he was able to love 
men. When we learn to divest 
ourselves of superfluous things, 
we are liberated, and we are free 
to love God and to love others 
with a self-sacrificing love. And 
we get much more in return.

To illustrate what I mean, let 
me end with this story whose 
author is unknown (should 
you know who the real author 
is, please send me an e-mail 
right away!).

“Jenny was a bright-eyed, 
pretty five-year-old girl. One day 
when she and her mother were 
checking out at the grocery store, 

Jenny saw a plastic pearl necklace 
priced at $2.50. She liked it right 
away. So she convinced her mom 
to let her do some chores so that 
she could earn money to buy it. 
So after some days of hard work, 
Jenny got her necklace.

“She wore her necklace ev-
erywhere -- to kindergarten, 
bed and when she went out with 
her mother to run errands. The 
only time she didn’t wear them 
was in the shower; her mother 
had told her that they would 
turn her neck green.

“Now Jenny had a very lov-

ing daddy. When Jenny went to 
bed, he would get up from his 
favorite chair every night and 
read Jenny her favorite story. 
One night when he finished 
the story, he said, ‘Jenny, do you 
love me?’

“‘Oh yes, Daddy, you know I 
love you,’ the little girl said.

“‘Well, then, give me your 
pearls.’

“‘Oh! Daddy, not my 
pearls!’ Jenny said. ‘But you 
can have Rosie, my favorite 
doll. Is that okay?’

“‘Oh no, darling, that’s 
okay.’ Her father brushed her 
cheek with a kiss. ‘Good night, 
little one.’ 

“The same thing happened 
the next week, and the week 
after, and each time Jenny was 
giving something else instead of 
her pearls. 

“Several days later, when Jen-
ny’s father came in to read her 
a story, Jenny was sitting on her 
bed, teary-eyed. She had run 
out of things to give her dad. 
So when he asked her, ‘Do you 
love me?’, she hesitatingly sur-
rendered her false pearl neck-
lace into her father’s hand. But 
as he took the plastic pearls, 
her dad pulled out of his pock-
et a blue velvet box. Inside the 
box were real, genuine, beauti-
ful pearls.

“‘I had them all along,’ he 
said. ‘I was waiting for you to 
give up the cheap stuff so I could 
give you the real thing!’” 
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