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Pope Francis: Houses built
on rock give us hope

THE TRUE CHRISTIAN puts the Word of
God into practice; it is not enough to say
that you have faith. Commenting on the
parable of the house built on rock or on
sand, taken from the day’s (December 4)
Gospel, Pope Francis said we should not
be “Christians in appearance,” made-up
Christians, because when the rain comes,
the make-up runs off. It is not enough
to belong to a very Catholic family, or
to an association, or to be a benefactor,
if we do not follow God’s will. “So many
‘apparent Christians,” collapse at the first
temptation,” he said, because “there is no
substance there,” they have built on sand.
On the other hand, there are many saints
among the People of God — “not necessar-
ily canonized saints, but saints” —who “put
the love of Jesus into practice.” They build
their houses on the rock, which is Christ.
“Let us consider the smallest... the
sick who offer their sufferings for the
Church, for others. Let us consider so
many of the elderly who are alone, who
pray and make offerings. Let us consid-
er so many mothers and fathers of fami-
lies, who, with so much effort, raise their

families, educate their children, carry
on their daily work, bear their problems,
but always with hope in Jesus, who do
not strut about, but do what they can.”

They are “the saints of daily life,” the
Pope said.

“Let us consider so many priests who
are not seen, but who work in their par-
ishes with such love: [doing the work
of] catechesis for children, care of the
elderly, of the sick, the preparation of
new spouses... and every day the same,
the same, the same. They are not bored
because their foundation is the rock. It
is Jesus, it this that gives holiness to the
Church, it is this that gives hope!”

“We should think about so much hid-
den holiness there is in the Church,”
Pope Francis said, “Christians who re-
main in Jesus. Sinners, eh? We are all
[sinners]. And yet sometimes one of
these Christians commits some grave
sin, but is penitent, seeks pardon, and
this is great: the capacity to seek par-
don, to not confuse sin with virtue, to
know well where virtue is, and where sin
is. These are founded on rock, and the

rock is Christ. They follow the path of
Christ, they follow Him.”

“The proud, the vain, the ‘Christians
in appearance’ will be demolished, hum-
bled,” the Pope said, while “the poor will
be those who triumph, the poor in spirit,
those who in the presence of God consid-
er themselves to be nothing, the humble,
and they carry forward salvation, putting
into practice the Word of the Lord.” He
continued, citing St Bernard: “Today we
are, tomorrow we will not be. Think, man,
what will become of you: [you will be] the
food of worms... The worms will eat us,
all of us. If we do not have this rock, we
will end up trampled down.”

“In this time of preparation for Christ-
mas, let us ask the Lord to be founded
firmly on the rock that is Him, our hope
[which] is Him. We are all sinners, we
are weak, but if we place our hope in
Him we can go forward. And this is the
joy of a Christian: knowing that in Him
there is hope, there is pardon, there is
peace, there is joy. And not to place our
hope in things that are today, and to-
morrow will not be.”
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POPE FRANCIS" OPENING ADDRESS TO HUMANUM CONFERENCE

hildren need tather and mother

Pope Francis opened the
interreligious conference on
Complementarity of Man and
Woman held from November 17
to 19 in the Vatican. The occasion
was attended by leading religious
leaders including Rabbi Jonathan
Sacks and Pastor Rick Warren.
Here is the full text of the Holy
Father’s address.

Dear brothers and sisters,

I warmly greet you. I thank Cardinal
Muller for his words with which he intro-
duced our meeting. I would like to begin
by sharing with you a reflection on the title
of your colloquium. You must admit that
“complementarity” does not roll lightly off
the tongue! Yetitis a word into which many
meanings are compressed. It refers to situ-
ations where one of two things adds to,
completes, or fulfills a lack in the other. But
complementarity is much more than that.
Yet complementarity is more than this.
Christians find its deepest meaning in the
first Letter to the Corinthians where Saint
Paul tells us that the Spirit has endowed
each of us with different gifts so thatjust as
the human body’s members work together
for the good of the whole-everyone’s gifts
can work together for the benefit of each.
(cf. 1 Cor. 12). To reflect upon “comple-
mentarity” is nothing less than to ponder
the dynamic harmonies at the heart of all
Creation. This is a big word, harmony. All
complementarities were made by our Cre-
ator, so the Author of harmony achieves
this harmony.

It is fitting that you have gathered here
in this international colloquium to ex-
plore the complementarity of man and
woman. This complementarity is a root
of marriage and family. For the family
grounded in marriage is the first school
where we learn to appreciate our own
and others’ gifts, and where we begin
to acquire the arts of cooperative living.
For most of us, the family provides the
principal place where we can aspire to
greatness as we strive to realize our full
capacity for virtue and charity. At the
same time, as we know, families give rise
to tensions: between egoism and altru-
ism, reason and passion, immediate de-
sires and long-range goals. But families
also provide frameworks for resolving
such tensions. This is important. When
we speak of complementarity between

/

man and woman in this context, let us
not confuse that term with the simplis-
tic idea that all the roles and relations of
the two sexes are fixed in a single, static
pattern. Complementarity will take many
forms as each man and woman brings his
or her distinctive contributions to their
marriage and to the formation of their
children — his or her personal richness,
personal charisma. Complementarity be-
comes a great wealth. It is not just a good
thing but it is also beautiful.

We know that today marriage and the
family are in crisis. We now live in a cul-
ture of the temporary, in which more
and more people are simply giving up on
marriage as a public commitment. This
revolution in manners and morals has of-
ten flown the flag of freedom, but in fact
it has brought spiritual and material dev-
astation to countless human beings, espe-
cially the poorest and most vulnerable.

Evidence is mounting that the decline
of the marriage culture is associated with
increased poverty and a host of other so-
cial ills, disproportionately affecting wom-
en, children and the elderly. It is always
they who suffer the most in this crisis.

The crisis in the family has produced
an ecological crisis, for social environ-
ments, like natural environments, need
protection. And although the human

race has come to understand the need to
address conditions that menace our nat-
ural environments, we have been slower
to recognize that our fragile social envi-
ronments are under threat as well, slow-
er in our culture, and also in our Catho-
lic Church. It is therefore essential that
we foster a new human ecology.

It is necessary first to promote the fun-
damental pillars that govern a nation:
its non-material goods. The family is the
foundation of co-existence and a remedy
against social fragmentation. Children
have a right to grow up in a family with a
father and a mother capable of creating
a suitable environment for the child’s de-
velopment and emotional maturity. That
is why I stressed in the Apostolic Exhorta-
tion Evangelii Gaudium that the contribu-
tion of marriage to society is “indispens-
able”; that it “transcends the feelings and
momentary needs of the couple.” (n. 66)
And that is why I am grateful to you for
your Colloquium’s emphasis on the bene-
fits that marriage can provide to children,
the spouses themselves, and to society.

In these days, as you embark on a re-
flection on the beauty of complementari-
ty between man and woman in marriage,
I urge you to lift up yet another truth
about marriage: that permanent com-
mitment to solidarity, fidelity and fruitful
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love responds to the deepest longings of
the human heart. I urge you to bear in
mind especially the young people, who
represent our future. Commit yourselves,
so that our youth do not give themselves
over to the poisonous environment of the
temporary, but rather be revolutionaries
with the courage to seek true and lasting
love, going against the common pattern.

Do not fall into the trap of being
swayed by political notion. Family is an
anthropological fact — a socially and cul-
turally related fact. We cannot qualify
it based on ideological notions or con-
cepts important only at one time in his-
tory. We can’t think of conservative or
progressive notions. Family is a family. It
can’t be qualified by ideological notions.
Family is per se. It is a strength per se.

I pray that your colloquium will be an
inspiration to all who seek to support
and strengthen the union of man and
woman in marriage as a unique, natural,
fundamental and beautiful good for per-
sons, communities, and whole societies.

I wish to confirm according to the
wishes of the Lord, that in September
of 2015, I will go to Philadelphia for the
World Meeting of Families. Thank you
for your prayers with which you accom-
pany my service to the Church. Bless you
from my heart.
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(CBCP News) -Nov. 28, 2014—
MAYOR JosepH Estrada has de-
clared as a five-day, non-work-
ing holiday in Manila for Pope
Francis’ visit on Jan. 15 to 19.

In an executive order, Estrada
declared the suspension of class-
es and a declaration of a holiday
in all the city government offices
during the papal visit.

The city government cited

POPE IN THE PHILIPPINES

Manila declares 5-day holiday tor pope

the millions of people from all
over the country who are expect-
ed to come to Manila to see the
Pope as among the reasons for
the declaration of the holiday.
“The Manila Committee
for the Papal Visit, the Manila
Police District and the Manila
Disaster Risk Reduction Man-
agement Office have recom-
mended the declaration of a

work holiday and suspension of
classes during the Papal Visit to
ensure public order, safety and
convenience,” part of the exec-
utive order reads.

Estrada, however, added that
suspension of work in all private
offices in Manila “is left to the dis-
cretion of their management.”

The mayor’s order also ex-
cludes whose in public offices

are involved in the maintenance
of peace order, disaster and risk
management, traffic enforce-
ment, health and sanitation.

Malacanang earlier said it is
also considering to declare a
holiday when the pope arrives
in Manila.

Executive Secretary Paquito
Ochoa said in a media briefing
last Nov. 14 that suspension of

classes and non-working hol-
idays in areas to be visited by
the pontiff could be an option
for security measures.

“If it will help, definitely,
then we will do that,” he said.

Among the venues in Manila
to be visited by the Pope are
the Malacanang, Manila Cathe-
dral, University of Santo Tomas
and Quirino Grandstand.

UNIVERSITY OF SAINT JOSEPH ON THE FEAST OF ST FRANCIS XAVIER

Faculty ot Religious Studies
celebrates their Faculty Day

PAUL AUNG MYINT WIN, OP

ON DrcEMBER 03, 2014, the Faculty of
Religious Studies (FRS) of the University
of St. Joseph celebrated its Faculty Day in
honor of its patron saint Francis Xavier at
St. Lawrence Church in Macau. The pro-
gram was organized by the Faculty’s Stu-
dent Association which has just founded
for the first time since the beginning of
the establishment of the Faculty of Reli-
gious Studies in 2007. Thus, the 2014 Fac-
ulty Day was a historic event.

Currently, the FRS is led by a new Dean,
Prof. Arnold Monera, and a new Coordi-
nator for the Department of Catholic The-
ology, Prof. Franz Gassner, SVD, with 50
students coming from different countries
and cultures of Asia such as Myanmar,
Timor Leste, Vietnam, South Korea, In-
donesia, Philippines and Macau, and plus
one sister from Ethiopia as well. Indeed
these multi-cultures have shown a colorful
concord and harmony that beautifies the
Faculty itself in its historical celebration.

The celebration began at 9 AM with a
short welcoming and introductory pro-
gram. At 9:30 AM the Eucharistic cele-
bration was presided by Fr. Fausto Gomez
O.P and the homily was delivered by Fr.
Joao Eleutério, the former Dean of the
Faculty. Other three priests also joined in
the Eucharistic celebration. In his hom-
ily, Fr. Joao encouraged the students to
imitate the great apostle and missionary,
St. Paul in preaching the Gospel. More-
over, the students should foster the zeal
of another great missionary, St. Francis
Xavier in spreading the Good News.
During the Eucharistic celebration, the
melodious hymns were rendered by all
the FRS’ students led by their Dean.

Then, a short break with snacks.

At 11 AM, the respected Jesuit speaker,
Rev. Fr. Luis Sequeira gave an inspiration-
al talk to the students and the guests. In
his profound reflection on the life of St.
Francis Xavier, time and space, or histo-
ry and culture are part of God’s plan for
Xavier and for us today as well. Ask why
Xavier was able to do so much, the great
Discovery is so significant that opened
many doors for him to spread the Gos-
pel in India, Japan, and China. Xavier In
his conclusion, he said, “we are not here
by chance or accident, but by God’s plan.
We all are called for a purpose which is to
spread the Good News.” Fr. Sequeira fi-
nally encouraged the students and guests
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to possess zeal, creativity and joy within
the context of our own time.

At noon, a plentiful lunch followed.
Then, there was a pause for the guests
to see the varied cultural exhibits of the
students. Then, at 1:30 PM, the cultural
presentation of the students began with
their respective performances by coun-
try, including games and giving souvenirs
to the contributors as well. The two-hour
show was much appreciated by every par-
ticipants including professors and guests.
Indeed, joy and smile were on every faces.

At 3:30 PM, the Dean gave a closing
remark underlining the showcase of
students’ cooperative work, sharing re-
sponsibilities and the strength of unity,

o G

above all, their witnesses of Christ’s love
as brothers and sisters.

In their first effort in organizing the
Student Association is, according to the
President of the Student Association of the
Faculty of Religious Studies, first of all, for
the students to participate actively in the
life of the Faculty, for example, to organize
the Faculty Convocation, the Faculty Day
and some related activities of the Faculty.
By organizing this, the students may come
to know and familiar each other in order to
promote a strong sense of belongingness in
the campus, in order to work together and
value to share their knowledge with one an-
other in their journey of philosophical and
theological studies.
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DECEMBER 12 — OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE

[ etters to

a Brother

Priest: Roses
in The Snow

J.M.J.

Dear Fr. Thomas,

There are few advantages to being
a chairperson. Usually, it is just a lot of
hard work. Sometimes, however, there
is a benefit to it. As chairperson of the
Guadalupe Foundation, I got a free tick-
et to Mexico.

I am writing you from the Shrine. It’s
magnificent. During my holy hour I was
thinking. What is better: The visit Our
Lady gave to Juan Diego, or one hour
in the Presence of Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament?

Roses bloomed in the snow. A poor
garment is imprinted with an image of
Our Blessed Mother. It has lasted for
centuries and no scientist can figure out
how the image is on the cloth. She is the
woman clothed with the sun. The sun is
symbolic of her Eucharistic Son. Both
hearts beat as one.

Look at her request to the Bishop.
Build a chapel. Who is in the chapel?
Her Eucharistic Son! Mary brings all of
her children to the Eucharist.

During our holy hour of prayer there
is always the beauty of Guadalupe. No
matter how cold our heart, the roses
of holiness bloom. The fragrance of
sanctity will last for all eternity. Each
moment we spend in His presence we
grow, we bloom; we blossom like the
roses in the snow.

And with each holy hour there is a
new and special image indelibly im-
printed on our soul. This image is far
more beautiful than the one here at the
shrine, where people come from all over
the world and look with awe-inspiring
amazement.

All the angels of heaven gaze in ecsta-
sy at the image left on your soul, dear
Thomas, after each holy hour you make
in the presence of Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament.

But just as Juan Diego had to wait
until he got to the Bishop’s Palace to
realize what precious, priceless, posses-
sion he carried, so will we have to wait.
Then, like Juan Diego, when he opened
the cloak to show the Bishop the roses
and was astounded to see the image, we
will be flabbergasted for all eternity to
see the effect of a single holy hour of
prayer.

This is why Pope Paul VI states in
Mysterium Fidei that a single holy hour
of prayer before the Eucharist gives us

“incomparable dignity.” People look for
dignity in seeking social status, finan-
cial security, popularity, nationality or
the number of academic degrees. Like
the song says, everyone is “looking for
love in all the wrong places.” Dignity is

found in the Presence of the Supreme

Being who raises us up higher and high-
er to Himself. The height and prestige
of one’s real dignity is one’s degree of
union with Christ in the Blessed Sacra-
ment.

This is why I have a life-size image
of Our Lady of Guadalupe in my of-
fice, to remind me of where my true
dignity is.

Barth Bracy is an American who re-
cently came to my office with his friend
Michael. A couple of years ago a holy
layman named Dan Lynch brought a
missionary image of Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe to Barth’s home at the request of
his mother Linda. It had a profound ef-
fect on Barth and helped change his life.
He is now studying to be a priest for the
Missionaries of the Blessed Sacrament.

Fraternally yours in His Eucharis-
tic Love

Msgr. Pepe
Feast Day of Our Lady of Guadalupe,
December 12, 1993
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piritual Companions

TERESA LO
chifan103@gmail.com

ALL THE BAPTIZED do have the
companionship of godmoth-
ers or godfathers on the day of
Baptism. I have two - one on
the day of Baptism and anoth-
er on the day of Confirmation.
But both of my godmothers
are fading in the course of
time, as each of us is taking
on different routes along the
journey.

When I first started to serve
in the religious department in
1998, I was looking for com-
panions, not colleagues, who
could discuss with me the
spiritual needs of the students
and teachers in the eyes of the
Divine. God just kept me wait
until a time He saw appropri-
ate. In 2006, He sent Simona
and Pauline - the newly bap-
tized and the would-be bap-
tized then — to teach students’
catechism together with a
few seasoned teachers. In
2008, Margarida— my student
and goddaughter - joined
the force. In 2012, Virginia
came and replaced Margarida
during her part-time year. In
2013, Isabel and Anna -- the
newly baptized - added their
names to the list of the work-
ers serving in the vineyard.
The name list goes on, with
new entrants like Sr. Lily, Fran-
cis and Candy.

God answers prayers in the
eternity of time, and always for

the good of the Church. Each
new worker coming in brings
something unique and beau-
tiful with them, like a grateful
heart, a humorous personali-
ty, a dedicated attitude and a
creative mind. The fragrance
of love permeated around the
classrooms, the staff room, the
Religion room, the chapel and
literally every corner of the
school.

Companionship —walking to-
gether in the footsteps of Christ
- is a most wonderful gift of
God if we are to embark on the
journey of faith.

Last June during the school
pilgrimage to Assisi, the then
Fr. Joseph Ha (now the aux-
iliary bishop of Hong Kong
Diocese) brought us to the
Bishop’s Palace where Francis
stripped his clothes at the feet
of his father as he wanted to
throw himself in the hands of
the Heavenly Father. Clare, a
thirteen or fourteen-year-old
girl at that time, was one of the
witnesses among the astonished
townspeople. What was so dif-
ferent about this little spectator
was she knew in her mind’s eye
that she would follow Francis in

perfect poverty of life when the
time came.

A few years later, Clare did
join Francis in the deepest re-
cesses of Lady Poverty after
overcoming a flurry of tests and
obstacles. Being a woman and
the purest flower in Assisi, Clare
complemented Francis and the
brotherhood in her tender love
and motherly warmth. Francis
sent his brothers to Clare for
healing, like Brother Stephen,
afflicted with emotional prob-
lem that caused seizures and
screaming. Through the sim-
ple sign of the Cross and direct-

ing Brother Stephen to sleep in
the choir stall where she prayed,
Clare became an instrument of
healing for him. His seizures
ceased and he returned to the
brothers healed.

“How good and how pleas-
ant it is, when brothers dwell
together as one!” (Psalm 133:1)
The Dream of St. Francis was
brought to perfection with both
the masculine and the femi-
nine playing side by side, until
the Dream became one.

The unity I experienced in
school is not merely a slogan
but an authentic experience
through communal prayer and
sharing. Iremembered so vivid-
ly the afternoon when the Fran-
ciscan Group — a small group
comprised of teachers that have
a penchant for Franciscan spir-
ituality — gathered together in
the chapel, each shared a favor-
ite bible verse about commu-
nity and prayed for the future
direction.

Sometimes the Dream of St.
Francis was challenged when
fear lurked in the community.
We knew what went wrong in-
side but were just too vulnera-
ble to move on. Mary, the Bless-
ed Mother of Jesus, would then
pray with us, just as she prayed
with one accord with the elev-
en apostles in the upper room
(Acts 1:13-14).

The pilgrimage to Assisi
came to a close, but the pilgrim-
age to the Mount of Christ with
our spiritual companions will
continue.

The Filipino tradition
of a novena (nine days)

of Masses before Christmas

i a1 1 H s

NEW YEAR’S EVE (English Mass)
December 31 @ 08:00 PM

JF i &30l

SAN AGUSTIN CHURCH

EREHRTHE

SIMBANG GABI

(Evening English Masses - SF7&

Dec. 15-23 @ 08:00 PM

CHRISTMAS EVE (English Mass)

December 24 @ 08:00 PM
CHRISTMAS DAY

Dec 25 @ 10:30 AM (Tagalog) &

04:30 PM (English)

BAEZ)

TEAN 7N

NEW YEAR’S DAY

Jan. 01 @ 10:30 AM (Tagalog) &

04:30 PM (English)

SAN LORENZO CHURCH
REREHE

SIMBANG GABI (Dawn Masses 22/ E£%)
December 16-24 @ 05:00 AM

GRAPHIC: http://philembassy-uk.org/
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The Jews from Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to John to ask him
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1 am the voice of one crying out in the desert,

AR

‘make straight the way of the Lord

®
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Third Sunday of Advent
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1 baptize with water; but there is one among you whom
you do not recognize, the one who is coming aﬁer me,

whose sandal strap 1 am not worthy to untie.

BRAELAZREE  XIRARLELE » 4K
R ko ARE AR BAT B AR ?
Why then do you bap’cize ifyou are not the
Christ or E[gah or the onphe’c?

DECEMBER 14, 2014 — 3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Just and joytul

Is 61:1a,10-11; 1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-
8,19-20

ADVENT is a journey to Christmas. How
do we prepare for it? How to prepare
the way of the Lord who comes? The
readings for this Sunday can help us to
understand how to prepare. The first
indication is given in the gospel. John
the Baptist was asked the same question.
What must we do? The answer was very
clear: turn to justice. Act as brothers and
sisters of each other and share what you
have.

It is not difficult to understand what
John the Baptist is asking us to do. What
is more difficult is to do it. What does
justice mean in our lives? In our fami-
lies? In our work? In our world? These
are the questions we need to answer.
But it is difficult, because we realize
that answering them probably demands
a change in our lives. That is precisely
what John the Baptist tells us we have to
do: turn to justice.

The second indication is to be found
in the first two readings. There is a re-
peated theme in them: joy. We are asked
to rejoice, to be joyful and at peace. Joy,
then must be another trait of our hope,
of our preparation for the coming of the
Lord. Justice and joy must be the charac-
teristics of the Christian community and
of the church. Our message for all the
men and women of this world is a mes-

sage of hope. God’s salvation, for all, is
coming. What God promises is salvation,
not condemnation. It is life, not death.
So from now on we make the effort to
erase any sign of injustice and hatred
among people. We make a commitment
with life and for life, against an unjust
death (loneliness, poverty, discrimina-
tion) that many people around us suffer
today. And we do all these with the joy of
those who know they are preparing the
ways for the Lord of Life.
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For reflection

What does being just mean for our
daily lives?

What can we share with others?

Does our community live in the joy of
anticipation?

Do I know how to communicate joy
and hope to those who live near me?

Please make direct deposit or cheque
payable to 0 CLARIM Banco Comercial de
Macau Account no. 1069965111.

Please send or fax the deposit slip to

confirm payment.
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Heaven in installments

REV. JOSE MARIO 0. MANDIA
jmomandia@gmail.com

IF YOU THOUGHT last week’s
piece was a sales pitch, well, in
a way it was. We priests are, in a
way, real estate agents for your
dream home in heaven. Didn’t
Jesus say that in heaven there
are many mansions (not flats)?
We priests work in marketing
and sales. We also arrange the
financing so that, through the
Sacraments, you can make use
of the vast resources that Jesus
has won for us with his sacrifice.

But Jesus made it clear that
the heavenly mansion is not
for free. Yes, he has agreed to
cover 99% of the cost, but we
have to pay installment for the
remaining 1%. Saint Paul tells
the Colossians (1:24), “in my
flesh I complete what is lacking
in Christ’s afflictions.” If Jesus
didn’t make the down payment,
we would never be able to pur-
chase that home. Prices of flats
here on earth are nothing com-
pared to celestial dwellings
which are beyond “sky-high”
and “astronomical”’. But we
have to shoulder part of the
cost and it doesn’t come cheap.

So how do we make those in-
stallments? Simple. Saint Paul
teaches, “Whether you eat or
drink, or whatever you do, do
all to the glory of God” (I Cor-
inthians 10:31). What does get-
ting to heaven have to do with
God’s glory? Every time someone
makes it to heaven, God’s plan of
salvation succeeds, and he gets
the glory. St Irenaeus said, “Glo-
ria Dei, vivens homo” — The glory
of God is the human person fully
alive, and to be alive consists in
beholding God.” So we pay our
little installment each time we of-
fer to God any good act that we
do or some setback that we suffer
(as long as we are in the state of
grace). We pay installment when
we offer sacrifices. Fasting is one
of those sacrifices, but one can-
not fast everyday. But we do have
many opportunities everyday to
offer little mortifications to God
when we fulfill with promptness,
diligence, competence, and joy
the duties of our occupation and
of family life. One need not look
for unusual ways of purifying
oneself. His ordinary life presents
him with countless occasions to
do it. Saint Josemaria taught that
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many times, a smile has more
value than fasting, because it is
more difficult to do.

There is another way of pay-
ing installment, and that is
through indulgences. I will talk
about this on another occasion.

But what happens if, at the end
of this life, we have not finished
with our installments? Then we
cannot occupy our house right
away. We have to pay for it with the
pain of what we call “Purgatory”.

Let us use another analogy.
Suppose someone has invited
me to a formal dinner just as I
come back from a game of ten-
nis. Would I rush to dinner in my
tennis shorts? No, I would proba-
bly wash up first, and dress prop-
erly. Well, that is what Purgatory
does for us. We are given a good
cleansing for the Great Party.
The Compendium of the Catechism
of the Catholic Church (no. 210)
teaches us: “Purgatory is the state
of those who die in God’s friend-
ship, assured of their eternal sal-
vation, but who still have need
of purification to enter into the
happiness of heaven.”

Some may object: Purgatory
is not in the Bible. That’s right,
the word “Purgatory” is not in
the Bible. (Neither is the term
“Blessed Trinity.”) But the Bible
does explain what it is.

In the Encyclical Spe Salvi (no
46), Pope Benedict quotes Saint
Paul to explain Purgatory: “Paul
begins by saying that Christian
life is built upon a common foun-
dation: Jesus Christ. This founda-

-
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tion endures. If we have stood
firm on this foundation and built
our life upon it, we know that it
cannot be taken away from us
even in death. Then Paul con-
tinues: ‘Now if any one builds
on the foundation with gold, sil-
ver, precious stones, wood, hay,
straw—each man’s work will be-
come manifest; for the Day will
disclose it, because it will be re-
vealed with fire, and the fire will
test what sort of work each one
has done. If the work which any
man has built on the foundation
survives, he will receive a reward.
If any man’s work is burned up,
he will suffer loss, though he
himself will be saved, but only as
through fire’ (I Corinthians 3:12-
15).” The person is saved, but he
still has to pass through the fire
that purifies and purges. Just
think of the dentist drilling your
tooth. Aww, that hurts!

Pope Benedict also recalls
the parable of the rich man and
Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31) and ex-
plains that the “hell” mentioned
in the parable is not the place of
the damned, but more like Purga-
tory. We can cite two reasons that
support this teaching. The first
is that the rich man was still able
to communicate with Abraham.
Such kind of communication
with another is not possible in
hell, as we have already seen two
weeks back. Secondly, the rich
man showed compassion on his
brothers. In hell, such compas-
sion is impossible, because there
is no love in hell, only hatred.
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When a person faces God with-
out having completely cleansed
himself of sin, or having made up
for his past failures, the dazzling
glory of God makes him realize
that he is not worthy to stand
before Him. Hence, the Letter
to the Hebrews (12:14) teaches:
“Strive ... for the holiness without
which no one will see the Lord.”
In a similar vein, the book of Rev-
elation (21:27) says: “But noth-
ing unclean shall enter it.” Full
purification is absolutely essen-
tial for someone to enjoy heaven.
Without it, we would feel out of
place in heaven.

One last thing. In the Creed

we say we believe in the Com-
munion of Saints. In modern
terms, it is like having a net-
work of friends. The Old Tes-
tament tells us about making
“atonement for the dead, that
they might be delivered from
their sin” (II Maccabees 12:45).
And this should console us, be-
cause a soul that finds himself
in Purgatory knows that he can
count on the prayer of people
he may not even know, who are
praying for him. Pope Benedict
was right when he said in April
2005, “Those who believe are
never alone — neither in life nor
in death.”

SATURDAY (Anticipated Mass)

SUNDAY
09:15 AM - Penha Hill

11:00 AM -St. Lazarus Church
11:15 AM - Salesian Institute
12:00 NN - Our Lady of Fatima
04:30 PM - St Augustine

05:00 PM - Holy Spirit Chapel,

05:30 PM - St Joseph the Worker
06:00 PM — Sé Cathedral
TAGALOG MASS

10:30 AM - St Augustine

MIGRANTS IN MACAU

Philippine Consulate — 2875-7111
Immigration Department — 2872-5488
Labor Department — 2840-0333
Police — 2857-3333

Emergency — 999

Enquiry - 181

ENGLISH MASSES IN MACAU

05:30 PM - St Francis Xavier (Mong Ha)
06:30 PM — Our Lady of Mt Carmel (Taipa)

10:00 AM - St Francis Xavier (Coloane)
10:00 AM - Our Lady of Mt Carmel (Taipa)

Sta Rosa de Lima (English Secondary)

USEFUL TELEPHONES FOR FILIPINO
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MEAEFTHI P RTR A S HYBAE

(REHZIEEE AR 140)
The term “prophets” means those who were
inspired by the Holy Spirit to speak in the name of
God. The Spirit brings the prophecies of the Old
Testament to their complete fulfillment in Christ whose

mystery he reveals in the New Testament.
(Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 140)
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From Moses until today, God continues to send
prophets as he has promised. The Prophetic Books of
r’ the Bible were written from the 8th to the 4th
century BC.

| UESIREREAN BERIRARHAE MW
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| Thanks to the prophets Israel understood that it was
again out of love that God never stopped saving

them and pardoning their unfaithfulness and sins.
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 218)
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Saul David Solomon Jeroboam | Nadab Baasha Elah Zimri Tibni Omri Ahab  Ahaziah Joram
(1050-1010)  (1008970)  (970-931) (992-901) (901-900)  (900-887)  (887-876)  (876) (876)  (876:869) (869-850)  (850-849)  (849-843)
(922915) (915.913) (913:873) (873849) (849-843)
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Rehoboam  Abijah Asa Jehoshaphat Jehoram  /
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Baptized Lay faithful are also prophets
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(REZHEBGHR 190)

The lay faithful participate in Christ's prophetic office by welcoming evermore in

faith the Word of Christ and proclaiming it to the world by the witness of their

lives, their words, their evangelizing action, and by catechesis. This evangelizing

action acquires a particular efficacy because it is accomplished in the ordinary

circumstances of the world.
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 190)
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Israel (North) with Samaria
as capital and Juda (South)
with Jerusalem as capital
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, THE Books oF KINGS, CHRONICLES AND PROPHETS - o
#95P+ BRI Hfx SRR~ AR - .
[EEE Jonah** Amos™*» (BT 25 5 e . . - e
Elisha R Hosea™* > ,
1T 1 g
HR&A FopaRg R ] 97 = HIpnZet DIEEE AiiE BRE EXFHE BEHE )
Jehu Jehoahaz Jehoash Jeroboam Il .~ Zechariah Shallum Menahem Pekah = Pekahiah Hoshea ' 1
(843815) (815802) (802786)  (786.746) (746745)  (749) (745731)  (7371736)  (736732)  (732724) {1
(843) (843837) (837-800) (800783) (783742) (742.735) (735715) (715687)  (687-642) I
BRI RE P FIEETE (XKE) gt ST PIEERTE = BaIRE X BizziE EAWE A
\hazich  Athaliah (Queen Mother)  Joash Amaziah Azariah . Jotham Ahaz Hezekiah Manasseh ";
A . v
/) REZEDsx KB

(AT 586) (586 B()
BAEIBEE LG (FIELT 24-25)

Micah** and Isaiah*

(ATTHI 722) (72280)

Ea b TP T SR
LB ABERL (FIELLT 17:1-12)
Hoshea the king of Assyria captured Samaria, and
he carried the Israelites away to Assyria (Il Kings 17:1-12)

(590)
RERTE BEEHE HEE KEX

(598597)  (609598)  (609)  (640609) (642:640)
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Judah was exiled to Babylon (I Kings 24-25) Zedekiah Jehoaichin Jehoiakim Jehoahaz Josiash  Amon LE%E%D
! ] —_——
. % \ eyl EEH M or |
BB T2/ * SR/ Gk PANIES United Kingdom of Israel * Major Prophet
Ezekiel* Zephaniah®** Nahum™*, [F] BAEEH sk /NG
e e B BiEm. wEs.  EOE T L R
ah**  Haggai** Baruch* Obadich**  Habakkuk** Joel (North) Kingdom of Israel
HBBh-KED* A iZ e F+ FK ., MAREZHERS o KEMEBABRZEME @ M/
Jeremiah* & Daniel™ SERE B AEE o
"Major" does not mean the content is more important. The books
of the major prophets are rather long, while those of the minor
prophets are shorter.
| o lagh X o ‘ X BEBEA
B " e oo o o PR — p—— Romans
FUEE e f B ATTHI63
EXILE RETURN 63 BC
Temple rebuilt
R BB S B IR ERTN
Rhi721/722 Destruction of Jerusalem A5THIE38
721/722 BC and the Temple 538 BC AFTHI300
| En@eLlesi Sk (ﬁ) vigh
il > Babylon invades Kingdom s
(4cm) of Juda R i) BHEA (BH)
Assyrians invade = o o o Macedonians (Greeks)
Kin ydom of Israel L7hi586/587 Lo iz I
9o 586/587 BC
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